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of your needs,—that is the function of good adver- 

But good advertising is also a builder, when you 

let it help you in the choosing of better materials for daily 

living. Are you using the advertising columns of this 
paper to the best advantage ? 


A PIONEER in proclaiming ways of meeting many 
tsing. 











Israel’s Call 
By Lila V. Walters 


And I will make them and the places round abodt my hill 
a blessing ; and I will cause the shower to come down in its 
season; there shall be showers of blessing.— Ezekiel 34 : 26 


Baca up thy head, O Israel! list to the promise of 
old, 

Promise of wondrous deliverance—better than silver 
and gold: 

“They shall dwell in their land securely, and none 
shall make them afraid ; 

For the bars of their yoke shall be broken,’’ thy Lord, 
Jehovah, hath said. 

“ There shall be showers of blessing”; hearken, O 
Israel, to-day! 

«I will save my flock,’’ saith Jehovah, “ and they shall 
no more be a prey. 

No more shall the amine consume them; nor shame 
be their portion again! ”’ 

Turn ye, O Israel, for there is a sound of abundance 
of rain!” 











How would you go about it to save a Christian 
Scientist? Perhaps you are not sure that Christian 
Scientists need to be saved. Whatever your views 
are, there is an extraordinary announcement on page 
610 in this issue that you will find worth reading. 


e@ 
Victory’s Final Secret 


Only surrendered persons are victorious; but not 
all surrendered persons are victorious. “Surrender” 
means turning ourselves wholly, utterly over to God, 
to let him do anything and everything that he pleases 
with us. To be victorious is to have Christ supreme 


in our life; and of course he cannot be supreme there 
while we continue to hold on to anything ourselves. 
Therefore it is that so much emphasis is properly 
ut upon the “surrendered” life, the “yielded” life. 
But some make the mistake of thinking that this 
surrender, this yielding, is all there is to it; and they 
find that they are not victorious, and wonder why. 
The answer is simple: surrender or yielding is only 
our part; the victory is Christ’s part; and until we 
believe that he is doing his part in us in perfect com- 
pleteness, victory cannot be ours. So, after letting 
go of our own lives that Christ may be supreme in 
us, we must then say that we know that he is now 
working the whole miracle of our victory. And we 
must know it or else say, consciously or unconsciously, 
that Christ is false; for he pledges to us his word, 
“My grace 1s sufficient for thee.” So this is the last 
secret of victory: to accept, by simple, blind faith, 
without any evidence, the fact, based on God’s Word, 
that Christ is now our complete victory. That is why 
the victorious life is better than merely the yielded 
life; for yielding is our part, but victory is God’s 
part; and his part is always bigger and better than 


ours. 
— 


Hostile Weather 


Satan, as well as God, is at work in this world. 
In a mystery which we cannot understand but which 
is plainly declared in God’s Word, God permits 
Satan to operate in many hostile ways. ‘Satan is “the 
prince of the powers of the air” (Eph. 2:2), at 
the head of “the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12); and the air and the 
heavens are part of the creation which “was sub- 
jected fo vanity,” being in “the bondage of corrup- 
tion,” “groaning and travailing in pain” (Rom. 8: 
20-22). There are’ many evidences that Satan seeks 
to use natural forces, like wind and storm and light- 
ning, for his own destructive purposes. At a Vic- 
torious Life Conference at Cedar Lake, Indiana, a 
few weeks ago, after several days of wonderfully 
beautiful weather, some of the leaders specially 
thanked God for the weather and asked him to con- 
tinue whatever weather he knew would be best for 
the conference. On the closing Sunday morning a 


sudden storm arose; then, without any warning a 
flash of terrific lightning with a thunderbolt that 
sounded like an exploding bomb startled every one 
on the grounds. It was found that the lightning bolt 
had struck a tree a few feet from one of the bunga- 
lows; circling around the tree it had leaped across 
into the open window of the house, ripping off 
pieces of the window frame and screen, and had en- 
tered a small bedroom as a visible ball of fire a foot 
or so in diameter, then had disappeared, possibly en- 
tering one of the iron bedsteads in the room. There 
were six girls in that small room at the time, and 
not one was injured, The conference gave thanks 
for God’s manifestly having said to Satan, “Thus 
far, and no -farther,” and rendering impotent the 
vicious attack. We have a terrible adversary; but 
even his worst attacks “work together for good te 
them that love God.” 
ya 


How to Love 


Love that depends on circumstances is not love. 
Love that grows deeper and better under the loved 
one’s response is not love. Perfect love, so perfect 
that it cannot be improved upon, alone is real love. 
God loves us with that unimprovably perfect love; 
and we can love others with the same love. To have 
God’s own actual life as our literal life is the secret; 
and God’s perfect love offers to us his only Son 
Christ, who is God, to be not only‘ our Saviour but 
our life and our love. When we accept God’s gift ‘in 
entire faith in him, then “God abideth in us, and his 
love is perfected in us” (1 John 4:12). H.-G. Guin- 
ness has described this perfect and perfected love: 
“There is therefore a love which is infinite in its 
measure! There is a love which is everlasting in its 
duration; which is omnipotent in: its power, which is 
unchangeable in its character, which is all pervading 
in its presence, which passeth knowledge! ‘There is a 
love which has creation for its theater, earth for its 
footstool, Heaven for its chief ‘abode, its everlastin 
home! Of all created love it is the source, and of ail 
blessings it is the giver!” And it is with exactly this 
supernatural love that God asks and enables us to love 
others,—“because as he is, even so are we in this 
world” (1 John 4:17). 


oe 


Compressed Oxygen 


compressed oxygen never fails to produce a 
serious impression. “ Most of us have séen the 
great steel tubes which contain it, and when we see 
one of them taken into a house the fight for life be- 
comes to us a reality. Minutes and hours which are 
gained then look almost priceless, and we wonder 
that common hours, of which we all have enough and 
to spare, could ever come to seem so valuable. Just 
to hear that one, or five, or ten hours have been 
added to life by such means strikes us as a great 
victory. And it is rather difficult to adjust our sud- 
den sense of the worth of time and the value of life 
to our ordinary moods, in which we so aften try to 
kill time; or treat a day as if it were a weariness, 
or dismiss with impatience some person for whom 
in straits we would undergo any sacrifice just to have 
him with us an hour or a day longer. Those added 
hours may be simply hours of weakness or uncon- 
sciousness, yet we prize them. But though we could 
have had many hours of such a life at times when 
it was strong and radiant we often attached no spe- 
cial value to them. Need we wonder in which hours we 
are right; and which best show us the real value of life? 
When an ordinary day dawns upon us and its 
hours stretch out: ahead we often survey it with no 
great welcome. Yet every one of those hours is just 
as wonderful really as if it were wrested out of the 
very clutch of peril and defeat. If we knew that 


To report that the doctors have begun to use 


anything was to snatch it away from us, there is no 
energy, or watchfulness, or sacrifice we would not en- 
dure to add one such day to our lives. To give one 
more day just like that, or even a tenth part as 
good as that, to any one we love we would sacrifice 
almost anything we possess. But is compressed oxy- 


gen necessary to create in us a sense of the gladness 
and worth and wonder and beauty of a fresh day of 
life or the oncoming evening? If we felt them re- 
ceding we should value them at the full. No touch 
of boredom and lassityde would assail us ‘then. And 
it is quite possible that we need not wait for any 
sych dramatic symbol of the worth of life and love 
and days in order to revalue it all, If we would use 
some imagination days upon days might be given 
back to us which would altogether outweigh all that 
the compressed oxygen could ever give us. The day 
we are about to waste is infinitely more rich than 
the one the oxygen would add. It takes some im- 
agination to realize this. 

At the close of a great revival season, when peo- 
ple had come back into their own churches to talk 
over their gains, one man said that there was jnot one 
thing which anybody had gotten from those meet- 
ings which he might not have had any day of his 
life just as well. God had always been just as ready 
to give as in the season which had seemed so won- 
derful. And he might have added, for those who 
later on would be sighing for those reviv-=! days, 
that there would never be a day in the future when 
each one of them might not receive it as well as in 
the days just ended. The crest of the wave which 
breaks and flashes into brightness and beauty is 
made of exactly the same water that lies in the 
trough and hollow of the wave. 

__5o great moments in our lives miss their purpose 
if they do not simply convince us of the presence of 
something we could have any time. And it is cer- 
tain that those get altogether the most out of life 
who are getting it every day. The great man mis- 
leads us if he is not giving us a higher respect and 
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eper knowledge of the common humanity which is 
ound us all the time. : ; 

Some years ago there was an English writer who 
had for years been writing about that ever-fascinat- 
ing subject, the Christian Church and what is the 
matter with it. In every direction he looked for 
signs of a church which would satisfy the soul but 
he never found it. He wrote attacks on the church 
as it was, and speculative descriptions of what a 
ehurch ought to be, and he had a great deal to say, 
rather self-pityingly, about the defeated aspirations 
for God which he and others were feeling. It 
seemed strange that people who wanted God so much 
should never be able to find Him. At length this 
man’s articles on the church ceased to appear. Peo- 
ple wondered at his silence. Had he given up his 
search? Finally some one asked him why he had 

stopped inquiring for the ideal church, and he re- 
plied that it was because he found that any man 
could find what he needed in any church or chapel 
anywhere in the kingdom and on any Sunday if he 
really wanted it, That reply probably contains the 
real answer to many a supposedly earnest search for 
God. If a soul wants him he can have him any day. 
The secret of the Lord is not something yet to be 
revealed. It is an open secret. 
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And so it is that what we gain with anxiety and 
agony when the compressed oxygen comes, a few 
more hours of life, is something of which we could 
have more and better on any ordinary day of life if 
we really want it. More love to those close by us 
now, whose worth we do not fully see, would add 
to the riches we possess in them; for intensity of 
life does more than mere length of days. Better use 
of the present day will be worth more than the hard- 
won day which by superhuman effort we may add to 
life at its very end, If we prize the brief extension 
won at the very last, an extension all tinged with 
sorrow and exhaustion, we shall feel much more 
victory in the present day wrested out of the hands 
of commonplace and lovelessness and lassitude. The 
great days of life are not distant days: they are the 
days that are going by. 

And sometimes it is given to a soul to see this 
and act upon it. “The future may take care of 
itself, but to-day I can take care of,” let us say. 
Hoping listlessly that some day the conditions will 
be more propitious for love and joy and peace, 
the soul awakes to know that there never will be 
such a day. Love and joy and peace are simply 
the fruit of the Spirit. d the Holy Spirit is 
already given. 





Whence Came Gethsemane’s Record? 


In teaching to a class of Juniors, some time ago, the 
lesson containing the account of Christ’s agony in the 
garden (Luke 22: 39-46; Mark 14 : 32-42; Matt. 26 : 36-46), 
the question arose as to who witnessed the visitation of 
the angel and the agony of Christ, and heard his prayer 
to the Father.—A Junior Teacher in Michigan. 


The Bible does not tell us how the perfect record 
of our Lord’s agony, and prayer, and angel visitation 
in the Garden of Gethsemane was communicated to 
the evangelists. So we can only conjecture about 
this, and our conjectures have little value. It wouid, 
of course, have Been a simple matter for our Lord to 
have told the exact facts to one or another of those 
to whom the writing of the Gospels was to be en- 
trusted. Or the record may have been communicated 
to them in some other way. The great central fact 
of inspiration is in itself so stupendous, so supernat- 
ural, that a detail of this sort is one that we can 
easily trust to the Lord, letting our questions about 
it-go unanswered. But we must remember that the 
“difficulty’—and there is no “difficulty” to God when 
he is inspiring men to give to the world an infallible 
revelation—is equally true of other parts of the 
Bible. Who witnessed the three temptations of Jesus 
when he was led up “into the wilderness to be 
tempted of the devil”? (Matt. 4:1.) Who heard 
the Tempter’s insidious suggestions to Jesus, and our 
Lord’s own triumphant, Satan-defeating replies? No 
human being was with Jesus at that time, according 
to the record. Nor was any one with Moses when he 
“went up from the plains of Moab unto mount Nebo,” 
as God showed him all the land before “Moses the 
servant of Jehovah died there in the land of Moab, 
according to the word of Jehovah. And he buried 
him in the valley in the land of Moab over against 
Beth-peor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto 
this day” (Deut. 34:1-6). How did the inspired 
writer get these facts? Only God knows the answer; 
and God in his wonderful love has, in his own way, 
seen to it that the facts have been given to us. It 1s 
our privilege and blessing to believe God and to 
thank him, leaving the processes and methods to him. 


= 
What Archeology Does Not Do 


In several numbers of The Sunday School Times I 
have read articles on recent archeological findings, the 
purpose of which is to throw light on Biblical history 
and to stand as evidence for the truth of Biblical claims 
as opposed to statements advanced by Bible critics who 
cannot believe in the Bible as the inerrant Word of 
God. These articles are of more or less interest to tae 
inasmuch as they go to show that many criticisms of 
the Bible are seemingly based on superficial study and 
hasty judgment—even on the part, sometimes, of very 
sincere Christian people. But I have also wondered if 
perhaps almost as much could not be said on the 
other side? : 

If the science of archeology is brought into use to 
test the fallibility or infallibility of Biblical history, 
why should any other recognized science be excluded 
from being used for the same purpose? 

Archeology is the science of centuries, telling us of 
what went on hundreds of years ago, even to pre- 
historic times; but geology is the science of ages, tell- 
ing of things which archeology can never tell.» From 


geology along with paleontology we learn that this world 
of ours is very, very old; that it could not have been 
made in six days or even in six well-defined periods of 
*'me; and that the animals and plants existent on the 





earth are not here because of creative fiats, but because 
of slow, gradual changes in themselves—all taking ages 
of time; an evolution which is so perfectly recorded in 
the records of the earth that it would seem as though 
the most antagonistic skeptic must be converted on 
seeing them. 

Man himself, without any doubt, came into existence 
in this way.... 

Man, sinful though he is, is not the product: ofa 
“fall,” but rather of a rise, an ascendency to his present 
status over all other living things, And no geologist 
or biologist worthy of the name believes or can believe 
anything else. 

Thus if the story of the creation as found in Genesis 
is untrue, the Bible is not infallible. 

Is it not the fairest thing, the most Christian thing, 
to make use of. astronomy,. geology, and biology, as 
well as archeology, and endeavor to find out the real 
truth? For is anything but the real truth desired. by 
Christians or compatible with the religion of Christ?— 
A Massachusetts Layman, 


Nothing but the truth can satisfy ‘the Christian. 
And the Word of God is the truth. Of course it is 
self-evident that, because God is perfect and infalli- 
ble, God’s Word (in its original autograph form) is 
perfect and infallible. We'‘have his Word in two 
forms: the incarnate Word, God made flesh, Jesus 
Christ or God the Son, perfect God and perfect man; 
and the written Word or Bible, just as perfect, in- 
fallible, authoritative and final as is the incarnate 
Word Christ. It is helpful to bear in mind the strik- 
ing and significant parallels, which have often been 
pointed out, between the Bible and Christ, the writ- 
ten and the incarnate Word of God. 

The true believer, who accepts in simple, unques- 
tioning faith God’s infallible revelations of himself 
given to us in Christ and in the Bible, eagerly wel- 
comes all the light that he can get from the world 
of nature and science, from history and from “learn- 
ing” of every sort that is true. He is never afraid 
of facts; he needs them and welcomes them and 
uses them. But when he finds that this or’ that 
interpretation of facts, whether in the field of geolo 
or astronomy or biology or elsewhere, differs wit 
what God has declared to be true in his Word, he re- 
seeks that interpretation,—but he ‘does not reject the 

acts. 

The true believer never tests the fallibility or in- 
fallibility of the Word of God by anything. He ac- 
cepts the Word of God; and he tests everything else 
by that. The Sunday School Times does not publish 
its strikingly interesting archeological articles in or- 
der that readers may, by the facts of archeology, test 
the Bible. The Times’ archeological editor, Pro- 
fessor Melvin Grove Kyle, is very clear and positive 
on this point; he believes in archeology as offering 
corroboration of the Bible, but never as determining 
whether or not the Bible is true. When the Bible 
declares a certain historical fact, and the archeolo- 
gist digging in Bible lands turns up evidence in a 
tablet, or a -building, or an underground water con- 
duit, which exactly accords with the Bible statement, 
the archeologist is gla! to let the public know of 
this fresh evidence of the authenticity of the Bible 
record. But no true believer in the Bible uses such a 
finding of archeology to strengthen his belief in the 
Bible,—though it may indeed be used of God to bring 
to a true belief in the Bible those who have been un- 
certain or skeptical. 

It has been recognized for a good while, among the 
most ultra-conservative Bible scholars, that there is 
nothing in the findings of geology that contradicts 
the Genesis record of creation. The first chapter of 
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Genesis does not say that the world was created in 
six days, or even in “six well-defined Peri ° 
time.” e are told in Genesis 1:1 that “In the be- 
ginning God created the heaven and the earth”; 
nothing is said there as to creative days or periods 
of time. But between. the first and the second verses 
of Genesis 1 it is evident that a catastrophe occurred. 
Thus one of the ‘most conservative Bible scholars 
living expresses a view widely held by those who 
accept the whole Bible as the infallible and authentic 
Word of God when he writes: “Jeremiah 4: 23-26, 
Isaiah 24:1 and 44: 18 clearly indicate that the earth 
[in Genesis 1:2, where we read ‘and the earth was 
without form, and void’] has undergone a cataclys- 
mic change as the result of a divine judgment. The 
face of the earth bears everywhere the marks of such 
a catastrophe. There are not wanting intimations 
which connect it with a previous testing and fall of 
angels. See Ezekiel 28: 12-15; Isaiah 14: 9-14.” And 
then the Genesis record, from verse 2, goes on to 
describe, not creation, but the restoration, by . the 
Spirit of God, of that which had been created per- 
haps millenniums before. The Hebrew word for 
creation, for example, is not used in verse 3, where 
God says “Let there be light”; it is a different word 
here used. Only “three creative acts of God are re- 
corded in this chapter: (1) the heavens and the 
earth; (2) animal life (v. 21); and (3) human life 
(vs, 26, 27). The first creative act refers to the 
dateless past, and gives scope for all the geologic 
ages.” 

These are just suggestions of the lack of any real 
conflict between geology and the Bible. 

But God asks us to accept his Word as supernatu- 
rally true and infallible, whether we are able to con- 
firm it by our own human, finite, and often mistaken 
investigations in the natural world, or not. He heaps 
untold blessings into the lives of those who, in un- 
1 a childlike faith, dare to take him at his 
word. ' 

As for the evolutionary theory of man’s “ascent,” 
it must be remembered that this is .a theory only, 
which cannot be proved, and which is directly con- 
tradicted by God’s revelation of His creation of man 
and man’s fall through sin to his present degraded 
condition. Evolution was discussed in two editorials 
in The Sunday School Times of September 8 and 15. 
Dr. Etheridge, Superintendent of the Department of 
Natural History in the British Museum, was quoted 
as saying: “In all this great Museum there is not a 
particle of evidence of transmutation of species. 
Nine-tenths of the talk of evolutionists is sheer non- 
sense, not founded ‘on observation and wholly unsup- 
ported by facts.” The Russian scientist De Cyon 
said: “Evolution is pure assumption.” One of the 
ablest evolutionists of. to-day, Professor Henslow, 
formerly President of the British Association, ‘has 
shown that “Darwinian Natural Selection is also- 
lutely inadequate to account for existing facts.” And 
Protessor Tyndall has said: “There ought to be a 
clear distinction made between science in the state 
of hypothesis and ‘science in the state of fact. And 
inasmuch as it is still in its hypothetical stage the 
ban of exclusion ought to fall upon the theory of 
evolution. I agree with Virchow that the proofs of 
it are still wanting, that the failures have been 
lamentable, that the doctrine is utterly discredited.” 
For those who would study the subject more fully, 
a valuable list of books bearing on evolution from 
various standpoints was given at the conclusion of 
the editorial in the Times of September 15. A val- 
uable book on the relation of science and the Bible is 
“Scientific Confirmations of Old Testament History,” 
by George Frederick Wright, D.D., LL.D., F.G.S-A. 
(Bibliotheca Sacra Co., Oberlin, Ohio, $2 net). 

[A masterly study of the subject, “Why Are We 
to Believe the Bible Is Inspired?” by Dr. I. M. Halde- 
man, of New York, was published in The Sunday 
School Times of August 4, arid may be had in con- 
venient pamphlet form, suitable for mailing in an 
ordinary envelope and for distributing among one’s 
friends, from The Sunday School Times Company, 
at twenty cents a dozen copies, or one cent each for 
fifty or more copies; single copies, two cents each.] 


a 


UNITED STATES naval officer in command of 

one of our cruisers writes to the Associate Editor 
of The Sunday School Times in a letter dated “At 
Sea, October 1, 1917”: 


You are absolutely right; the Wine Mess Order 
has been of the greatest benefit to the Navy. Mr. 
Daniels has done many big things for.the Navy, 
but I believe the Wine Mess Order was the big- 
gest. 


This naval officer is referring to Howard A. Banks’ 
now famous interview with the Secretary of the 
Navy, when Mr. Daniels for the first time disclosed 
the intimate reasons for issuing his startling “dry” 
order. The interview is now out in pamphlet form, 
for widespread distribution among your friends, or 
congregation, or Sunday-school; it is of a size to slip 
easily into an envelope, and may be had for 20 cents 
a dozen copies, 50 or more at one cent each: single 
copies 2 cents. 
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[ Does Prophecy 


Is the “set time” of God’s favor to Zion near at hand? 














tion is not only occupying the minds of states- 
men and di ts of the world, but it is also 
on the tongue of every thinking man in every civil- 
ized country. As a result of this unequaled war, 
nations that have been in political bondage to their 
conquerors look forward hopefully to a restoration 
of their national liberty and political independence. 
Poland looks for the restoration of her kingdom. 
Italian provinces under Austria are striving for a 
reunion with their beloved Italy. Alsace and Lor- 
raine are waiting eagerly to be restored to France. 
The Armenians are longingly anticipating speedy de- 
liverance from the yoke of the cruel Turk. And ill- 
fated Belgium justly expects not only to be restored, 
but also to be compensated for the ravages of Prus- 
sian militarism. All these and other nations are 
pouring out their life-blood fighting for their na- 
tional right against militaristic might. Undoubtedly 
the map of Europe and Asia Minor will be changed; 
democracy may largely succeed autocracy, and new 
international relations be established. ; 
But what effect will this war have on the destiny 
of the Jews? They, too, are pouring out their life- 
blood in all the theaters of this war. There are said 
to be 400,000 Jews in the armies of Russia; and in 
proportion to their population there are large num- 
bers of them in the armies of Austria, rmany, 
England, Roumania, Italy, Turkey, and of the smaller 
Balkan nationalities. They are not fighting their 
own battles. Always loyal in their obligations to 
the countries of their dispersion, they are dying for 
no political interests of their own. It must also be 
remembered that, while none of the belligerent na- 
tions is fighting its own kin, the poor Jews are com- 
pelled te kill not only those of their own race, but 
eventuaily also their own blood relatives. The Ger- 
man Jew kills the Russian Jew; the English and the 
French Jews kill the German and the Austrian Jews, 
and vice versa. 


Will Jewish Loyalty Go Unrewarded? 

When this great struggle of the nations comes to 
an end, and some treaty of peace is patched up on 
terms and principles of nationality, will the Jews 
alone have shed their blood for nothing? _ 

There are proposals of a favorable solution of the 
Jewish question contemplated in some diplomatic 
circles, especially in England and the United States. 
It is said that among the plans discussed by the 
British Commission in this country was the estab- 
lishment of an independent Jewish State in Palestine. 

Anticipating the capture of Jerusalem by the 
British army, Sir H. Johnston, the noted traveler and 
explorer, in a recent article in the London News 
conzludes his forecast of the results of the war with 
the following statement: “It will be one of the many 
splendid achievements of this terrible war if we not 
only restore Poland’s nationality, but the kingdom of 
Israei to the Jews.” 

Sir Archibald Murray, commander of the British 
forces in Palestine, favors the establishment of a 
Jewish state in the Holy Land. In a semi-official 
report issued by him to the army he says: “What 
should we do with Palestine, liberated from the cen- 
tury-old Turkish grip? There can be little doubt 
that we should revive the Jewish Palestine of old and 
allow the Jews to realize their dreams of Zion in 
their homeland. 
tained them for a score of centuries or more will 
have been fulfilled.” 

In the United States the Balfour Mission and the 
recent successes by the British forces in Palestine 
have prompted a number of reports in American 
newspapers on the possibility of a Jewish state in 
Palestine, and it is said to have the approval of the 
United States Government. 

The .American Hebrew reports that among the 
Entente Powers there is said to be a strong senti- 
ment in favor of placing the proposed Jewish repub- 
lic under the protectorate of the United States, the 
reason given being the aloofness of this country from 
European politics. 

The Washington correspondent of the New York 
American puts the report in this form: “The pro- 
posal is directly in line with President Wilson’s an- 
nounced policy of aiding the smaller peoples to at- 
tain autonomy, and it would have the support not 
only of the greater part of the Jewish world, but 
also of the Christian world,—in sentiment at least,— 
as Palestine is the location of the most treasured 
monuments of the Christian faith, and it has long 
been the hope that they finally could be wrested from 
tue Mohammedans.” 

Among the Jews themselves, even such as a few 
years ago called the Zionist movement an idle dream 


At i the war, what? The perplexing ques- 


The national dream that has sus-' 











Connect this War with the Jews 2| 


Editor of 
Immanuel’s Witness 


By Mark Lev 





“There must be first a smoking furnace and then 
a burning lamp before the kingdom of God shall 
be fully established.” This is a sentence from 
“Lectures on Messianic Prop ‘ys y 
Mark Lev, a Hebrew Christian 
California, and the contributor of the thoughtful 
article on this page. Abraham's vision of the 
smoking furnace was to forewarn him of the 
afflictions through which his seed were destined 
to pass. Does Mr. Lev’s reasoning i 

that the long period of Israel’s smoking furnace is 
about to yield to the golden era of i 
lamp? _ in the next two articles in the Times’ 
Jewish series, the question “ What is Zionism?” 
will be answered, for the Jews and the Hebrew 
Christians respectively, by Elisha M. Friedman 

and Max I. Reich. 








are now cherishing the hope of a rehabilitation of 
Palestine by the Jews as a result of the war. 

At a mass meeting of “The League of Jewish Youth,” 
held in New York, April 22, Mr. Louis Marshall, 
presiding over the meeting, said: “We are living in 
the most tremendous period of the world’s history. 
That which seemed as permanent as the hills has been 
broken down. Autocracy has been toppled from one 
of its strongholds and may soon fall fromthe re- 
maining ones. To-day the forces of England are in 
Palestine, and the great Jewish question may be 
solved in the twinkling of an eye.” 

Jacob A. . Schiff, the well-known philanthropist, 
said: “I am a believer in the Jewish people and in 
the mission of the Jew, and I believe that somewhere 
there should be a great reservoir of Jewish learning 
in: which Jewish culture can be furthered and de- 
veloped, unhampered by the materialism of the world, 
and spread its beautiful ideals over all lands. And 
naturally that land would be Palestine. The present 
war makes this more practicable than ever before.” 

Israel Zangwill, who in 1905 divorced himself from 
the Zionist movement and started the Territorial 
movement, has recently returned to Zionism. At a 
meeting in London held a few months ago he said: 
“It is almost certain that at the end of the war Pales- 
tine will fall into the hands of the Allied Powers. 
This historic event will give the Zionists the oppor- 
tunity to realize their ideal, which is the establish- 
ment of a publicly secured, legally recognized home 
for the Jewish people in the Holy Land.” 

This Jewish and non-Jewish favoring of the resto- 
ration of Palestine to the Jews, though vague and 
ambiguous, is in itself a direct fulfilment of prophecy, 
and proves a relation of this war to the Jews’ prophe- 
sied future. 

For the restoration of the Jews to the Holy Land 
is the predominant theme of the Old Testament 
prophets; and the greatest of all the prophets, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, confirms it in one short sentence 
in. the New Testament. He says in Luke 21: 24, 
“Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” The 
term “Times of the Gentiles” stands for Gentile 
dominion over the Jews. The characteristics of the 
Gentile dominion are described in vivid colors by 
Daniel in his interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream of the great image, and in his own vision of 
the four beasts (Dan. 2 and 7). 


President Wilson’s Definition Significant 


These times of the Gentiles had their teginning 
with the accession of Nebuchadnezzar to the throne 
of Babylon, and the Babylonian captivity of the 
Jews; they shall have their end when Christ comes 
again, the “stone . . . cut out of the mountain with- 
out-hands, that shall break the great image in pieces, 
and there will be given to him dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and lan- 
guages shall serve him” (Dan. 2:45; 7: 14). 

The end of the Times of the Gentiles seems to be 
rapidly approaching. The present characteristics of 
Gentile dominion correspond to the ten toes of Neb- 
uchadnezzar’s image; they are iron and clay, autoc- 
racy and democracy, that cannot cleave to one an- 
other. Every prophetic student knows well the in- 
terpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and the 
deterioration of the image from gold to iron and 
clay, the basest minerals, that would not cleave one 
to another. The head of gold stands for absolute 
monarchy; the iron stands for despotic autocracy; 
and the clay stands for fragile democracy. These 
later two principles of government cannot cleave to 
one another, and are in constant conflict, especially 
from the time of the French Revolution: This con- 
flict now seems to be reaching its final climax. 


What means the present great war, if not the last 





conflict between iron imperialism and weak democ- 
racy? President Wilson’s repeated unequivocal 
declaration of the war's aims makes it very plain. 

If we are approaching the days of the ten toes of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s image, this present great war indi- 
cates that the conflict between the two irreconcilable 
forces of the iron and clay is oe its climax. 
That means that the Times of the Gentiles’ dominion 
over the Jews are nearing the end. While this great 
and terrible war indicates only “the beginning of 
sorrows” (Matt. 24:8), its relation to the Jews’ 
prophesied future is very conspicuous; for when 
the Times of the Gentiles end, the Times of the Jews 
are resumed, Jerusalem is no longer trodden down 
of the Gentiles, and Israel is restored to her ancient 
patrimony. : 

A correspondent of The Jewish Chronicle records 
his interview with a New Zealand colonel while trav- 
eling on the railway which now links Egypt to Syria. 
They were discussing the issues of the war. “Of 
course the people of Israel,” said the colonel, “will 
go back to Palestine. We are laying the way for 
them. It is all foretold by Isaiah. Do you not re- 
member the words, ‘In that day shall there be a high- 
way out of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall 
come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, ... 
even a blessing in the midst of the land’ [Isa. 19: 
23-25]. The highway is almost complete. We on 
our side have built it from Kantara to El Arish, and 
the Turk on his has carried it from Beersheba to 
Damascus and thence to the Euphrates. Political 
wisdom, like military engineering, is moving the way 
of prophecy, and sees a security for peace in the 
planting of a Jewish population between Egypt and 
Mesopotamia. The guidance of Providence is mani- 
fest: for two thousand years there has been no such 
opportunity for the Jewish people to recover its heri- 
tage. Can we fail to respond to that guidance? 
Here, as I feel the breath of Syria, failure seems 
impossible.” 


Was This Oriental Railway Prophesied? 


So the building of this railway from Egypt to 
Syria for stragetic purposes shows a relation of this 
present war to the Jews’ prophesied future. 

Another. prophecy that some believe is being ful- 
filled by this great war is found in Revelation 16: 12. 
John saw the “sixth angel” pouring out of his vial 
upon the great river Euphrates, “and the water there- 
of was dried up, that the way might be made ready 
for the kings that come from the sunrising” (Re- 
vised Version). A number of prophetic scholars 
agree that in the figurative language of Revelation, as 
also of Isaiah 18: 2 and.7, waters and rivers stand for 
governmental powers; that the kings that come from 
the sunrising are the Jews; and that the power de- 
noted here by the river Euphrates is Turkey. 

It is very striking that the government of the 
Turkish Empire should be called “The Sublime 
Porte.” Whether it is a French perversion of the 
Turkish Babi Ali, “the high gate,” may be true or 
not. But the original Hebrew “Prot” for the Greek 
Euphrates gives a most plausible reason for this 
governmental title of the Turkish Empire. The 
Hebrew has no vowels, and the word spells PRT. 
Add to the P the vowel O and to the T an E, and 
you have the Hebrew name of the river Euphrates, 
Porte, the title of the Turkish government. 

It is believed to be the power of this Sublime 
Porte, or Turkey, that according to the prophecy is 
to be dried up, so that the way for the return of 
the Jews, ordained of God to rule this earth, should 
be prepared. This is unquestionably being fulfilled 
now, as a result of the war. When Turkey entered 
the war on the side of the Central Powers it was 
said that she had signed her own death warrant. 
As a result, the waters of the Euphrates wiil be 
dried up. The Sublime Porte, Turkey, will be driven 
out of Palestine; and the Jews will flock back to their 
only legitimate, God-given home. 

Many other prophecies bearing on the future of 
the Jews, and having their partial or complete ful- 
filment in the war, could be noted; but I must men- 
tion one more very significant word of Scripture. 

We read in Psalm 102: 13, 14, “Thou shalt arise, 
and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to favor her, 
yea, the set time, is come. For thy servants take 
pleasure in her stones, and favor the dust thereof.” 
Here is revealed to us a set time to favor Zion, and 
also a sign of the coming of that time. For nearly 
two thousand years neither God nor men have fa- 
vored Zion. Zion was termed “forsaken” and “deso- 
late” (Isa. 62:4). But now is coming the set time 
to favor Zion; and a sure sign of it is that God's 
servants—earnest Christians—are as never before 
taking a deep, prayerful interest in Israel’s welfare, 
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and that, as it has already been pointed out, in high 
diplomatic circles there prevails a significant favorit- 
ism for a Jewish state in Palestine as one of the 
results of the present war. 

But let us remember that, while the war has a 
favorable relation to the Jews’ prophesied future, it 
has also a very grave reiation to that future. The 
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great world-tragedy of this war is only “the begin- 
ning of sorrows,” and graviora manent—worse things 
are yet to come. The set time to favor Zion is com- 
ing; but another time, “the time of Jacob’s trouble,” 
is also imminent. 
before them. 

Los ANGELES, CAL. 


Great events cast théir shadows 





How One Woman Teaches a Bible Class 


Finding the central thought and letting the 
lesson grow around it 


By Mrs. Albert L. Berry 





Coming 


out of an enthusiastic experience as a Bible teacher whom God has wonder- 


fully blessed, this article will be welcomed by the army of Sunday-school teachers. 


other ; may I tell you briefly how I prepare for 
my Bible classes? . 

First, I read the entire book of the Bible containing 
the lesson. This is to get the setting; for it is im- 
possible to grasp the true meaning of incidents, de- 
scriptions, or statements unless we see them in their 
relation to all the circumstances. Take, for example, 
the last five chapters of Judges. The events recorded 
there are strange and meaningless until they are in- 
terpreted in the light of the content of the whole 
book. 

After getting the scope of the book, I read again 
the portion assigned for the lesson; and then I am 
ready for “helps.” A word of warning may be neces- 
sary here. Do not make the mistake of consulting 
too many of these valuable friends. If you do you 
will be confused and unable to get clear and definite 
ideas. The personnel of the class will be a guide in 
the choice of “helps.” If you have a class of women, 
you will not usually be helped by suggestions for In- 
termediate or Primary teachers. The arrangement in 
The Sunday School Times is so convenient and prac- 
tical that you can turn quickly to the treatment of the 
lesson that will be best adapted to your special use, 
and experience will soon settle the question as to the 
writers who will provide the material that you will 
find most helpful. 

As I read the helps I make notes of points and 
illustrations that particularly impress me. With these 
notes and the Bible I am ready to put the lesson into 
shape for presentation to the class. 

While the spirit of prayer pervades all preparation 
for teaching the Bible, at this point I feel the especial 
need of looking to the Holy Spirit for guidance, and 
claiming the promise that he will bring to remem- 
brance divine truths as we have need for them. I 
use very little “scaffolding”; sometimes the lesson 
adapts itself to headings, and again it follows a 
line of natural development that gives no oppor- 
tunity for divisions. The really important thing is 
to get the main theme, the central thought, and let 
the lesson grow around that. I make a rough draft 
of the lesson as it is to be taught; and writing out 
the thoughts so- impresses them on my mind that I 
take to the class only the references and a few 
sentences written on a slip of paper. I must be free 
to look into the faces of. those to whom I speak, 
} mined it is a company of two hundred or a group 
of ten. 

Let me apply the method outlined above with the 
lesson for November 11, 1917, in the International 
Uniform Lessons. The lesson is Nehemiah 1: 1-11. 


Ov woman’s way of teaching may help an- 


As soon as you have taught the preceding lesson, 
begin your preparation for this one. The advantage 
in beginning early is that you keep the subject in 
mind, and ideas related to it will come from ser- 
mons, lectures, general reading, and other sources 
incidental to daily life. Read Ezra to get the his- 
torical background, as well as the moral and relig- 
ious conditions of Nehemiah’s time; and then read 
Haggai and Zechariah to get these events and condi- 
tions in light of God’s thought concerning them. 

Now you are ready for the book of Nehemiah, and 
‘your previous reading will explain verses 2 and 3 of 
the first chapter. Look up Nehemiah in a Bible Dic- 
tionary. My preference is The International Stan- 
dard Bible Encyclopedia.1 Having found that he is 
not mentioned elsewhere in the Bible, you cannot get 
any sidelights, as you could on Daniel or Jonah, but 
must confine your study of his character and work to 
the book bearing his name. Nehemiah has such a 
vivid, compelling personality it will be easy to make 
him a living reality to the class. 

There is no difficulty in deciding on the great 


\This Bible Dictionary which Mrs. Berry has found so 
useful was reviewed in a full-page article in The Sunday 
School Times of February 19, 1916. The great conservative 
Bible scholar, Dr. James Orr, of Scotland, was its General 
Editor up to the time of his death. It is a five-volume 
work, and includes notable features that make it stand 
alone in its field. (It is sold only by its publishers, The 
Howard-Severance Company, Chicago.)—The Editor. 


theme’ of this lesson; it is intercessory prayer, a 
theme so vital and so fully presented in the Bible that 
ou have an embarrassment of riches in material. 
t will be necessary to choose carefully in order to 
make clearly defined impressions. The writers on 
the lesson will help greatly here. A comparison of 
Nehemiah’s prayer with the prayers of Daniel and 
Ezra will show certain features that characterize all 
true interceSsory prayer. 

Now for the lesson itself. 
The Times 

The return of the Jews from Babylon to their own 
land, as foretold by the prophets, had taken place 
about ninety years before the events in Nehemiah. 
And between Ezra’s work and this lesson there was 
a lapse of a dozen years or more; so it is most im- 
portant to have the historical events and setting of 
this present experience of Nehemiah clearly in mind. 
They are explained in such lesson articles in this 
issue of The Sunday School Times as that by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas and Mr. Trumbull. 


The Man 


Notice how God prepares a man for his oppor- 
tunity. Before the great call comes, there is the 
discipline of circumstances and providences that, in 
the passing, do not reveal their significance. But 
when the hour strikes the effect of these is seen in 
the preparedness of the man in carrying out God’s 
purpose. Moses is a fine example of the training of 
the school of God. May we not infer from the 
grief of Nehemiah at the desolation of Jerusalem, 
from his knowledge of the history and laws of the 


Jewish people, that he also had godly parents who 


inspired him with love for Jehovah and all that was 
associated with His holy name? 

Like Moses, Nehemiah was held in esteem at the 
court of a Gentile king. Belonging to a subject peo- 
ple he must have possessed qualities of ability and 
trustworthiness far beyond the ordinary to have been 
made cupbearer to the king, one of, the most honor- 
able offices at the Persian Court. This circumstance, 
instead of alienating Nehemiah from his people, was 
part of the preparation for his great work in their 
behalf. 

The dominant characteristic of this man is faith 
that manifests itself in works. He “expected great 
things from God, and he attempted great things for 

Oo ” 


Faith enabled Nehemiah to estimate true values. 
Jerusalem in her desolation was insignificant in the 
eyes of the world, but he saw it in its relation to 
God, and knew that to restore this place of witness to 
Jehovah was the noblest work to which a life could 
be dedicated. By faith Nehemiah called “those things 
which be not, as though they were” (Rom. 4: 17). 


The Prayer 


The Times and the Man are the key to the under- 
standing of the Prayer. 

The prayer life of any Christian is the true test of 
his state before God. if he is not living the life of 
prayer there is no channel of divine power. Andrew 
Murray says, “Not power with men but power with 
God is the first thing.” “Nehemiah had learned this, 
and when he wanted to reach the heart of the king 
he went to God for the power. 

Nehemiah so identifies himself with the people for 
whom he is praying that he confesses their sin as his 
own. Dr. Jowett brings this thought out in connec- 
tion with our Lord, the perfect Intercessor, of whom 
it was said, “And he bare the sin of many and made 
intercession for the transgressors” (Isa. 53:12). 
“Jesus got under the sin and then made intercession.” 
While we cannot bear sin in the sense that Jesus 
bore it on the cross, yet we must bear the sins of 
we on our hearts if we are to pray effectively for 
them. 

So the ‘closing part of the lesson will unfold the 
great truths and principles of prayer as Nehemiah 
used them; here again the lesson articles in this issue 
of the Times furnish abundant material. 


SHERMERVILLE, ILL. 
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When Conference Endorsed a 
“White” Christmas. 


By William 3. Hart, D.D. 


Never has there been such a challenge to the high 
ideal of the White Gifts Christmas as there is in this year 
of our Lord 1917. The tragic need of humanity has never 
‘ before called so loudly for help. Armenia and Syria, 
Belgium, Poland, homeless Jewry, the soldiers in the 
trenches, the war-handicapped mission fields,—all cry 
out to us, “It is more blessed to give than’ to receive.” 

Synods and Convocations and Conventions and Coun- 
cils might well imitate the example of the Bishop-backed 
Methodist Conference told of herewith, which got such 
blessed results from adopting the White Gifts Christ- 
mas plan; and a sample package of supplies that may be 
ordered from The Sunday School Times Co. at 35 cents 
will make clear the method of applying the idea. The 
package consists of Mrs. Curtiss’ remarkable booklet, 
“* White Gifts for the King,” in a paper binding ; one each 
of two 16-page services with music, responsive readings, 
recitations, and general directions; a 16-page pageant; 
a booklet of suggestions; pledge envelopes, blanks, and 
explanatory leaflets. For 50 cents the same package 
may be had, with the book in cloth binding. 

The Sunday-schools of America are increasingly rally- 
ing to this Scriptural system—the threefold white gifts of 
Self, Service, and Substance. 


%4 Y SUNDAY-SCHOOL board fought the 

Mie of a giving Christmas for three years.” 

That was the statement of a pastor who 

wee finally won over to the “White Gifts Christmas” 
plan. 

Very few of the three hundred and six Sunday- 
schools in the Northern New York Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, to which this pastor 
belonged, had observed the White Christmas before 
1915. Sunday-school boards, while admitting that the 
old form of Christmas entertainment, with Santa 
Claus prominent in the distribution of gifts, was un- 
eeeneenayety, were nevertheless afraid to try the new 
plan. 

But when his school finally worked the new plan, 

the pastor quoted testified, “they received a great 
blessing.” 
' The suggestion for a concerted effort was made 
during a discussion of the needed increase of the 
Conference Permanent Fund. The interest of this 
fund is distributed among the retired preachers of 
the Conference and the widows and children of de- 
ceased ministers. A big campaign was . proposed, 
reaching into all the churches of the Conference. 
The part which the younger members of our Sun- 
day-schools might have in such a campaign was 
thoroughly discussed, and the following resolution 
was the result: “Resolved, That we include in the 
campaign the Children’s Christmas Crusade, and that 
we recommend that it take the form of the service, 
‘White Gifts for the King.’” 

Soon after the summer vacation period Bishop 
William Burt, of Buffalo, who has the supervision 
of this Conference, sent a letter to each pastor re- 
minding him of the resolution, and intimating that 
co-operation was expected. Then each of the four 
district superintendents sent letters to the pastors in 
his respective district, and likewise to the Sunday- 
school superintendents, asking for a careful consid- 
eration of this part of the program. Unity of action 
was urged. A secretary was appointed for the pur- 
pose of giving attention to the matter. He sent a 
communication to the pastors and the Sunday-school 
superintendents, and enclosed a copy of the little 
book, “White Gifts for the King,” as well as a copy 
of the program which was especially prepared for 
this purpose. Programs and needed literature, it 
was stated, would be supplied free of expense to the 
individual schools if they consented to apply the 
offering to the Permanent Fund. The expense of 
the programs and certain other expenses were met 
from the Permanent Fund itself. Four assistant 
secretaries were also named, one for each district, 
who endeavored to get into close touch with pastors 
and Sunday-school officials, and who mailed the liter- 
ature as the orders were received from the several 
Sunday-schools. 

Many of the Sunday-schools responded to these 
appeals, though not all by any means, “and these re- 
sults were reported: 


1. Gifts of self: (a) “Accepting Jesus Christ 


a Se Se DAC ak seins Seas ch eve ss 661 

(b) Renewal: of Consecration to Christ.... 1,523 

2. Gifts of service (many different kinds) .... 15,522 
D RReete Ce WUDMIRE a 5 ois eds duis ebaaleeees $2,233 


And of this amount $1,610 was for the Permanen 
Fund, and the balance for various charitable pur- 
poses. 

The results were so satisfactory that the Confer- 
ence of, April, 1916, adopted the following resolution: 
“Resolved, That the White Christmas Crusade proved 
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LESSON FOR NOV. II (Neh. x: 1-11) 


a great blessing to the Sunday-schools that used it, 
and we recommend its continuance.” 

Practically the same plan was put into operation 
in the fall of 1916 as that outlined above for 1915. 
But, in addition, a leaflet was prepared, entitled: “We 
Did It! It Helped Us!" This contained brief testi- 
monies from a few of the district superintendents, 
pastors, and Sunday-school superintendents from the 
different parts of the Conference. These voiced the 
appreciation of the writers of the results attending 
the service of the previous Christmas. The state- 
ment of Bishop William Burt ran thus: “The results 
of the White Christmas last year were very pleasing. 
The spiritual results were worth all you put into it. 
The Annual Conference adopted ‘White Gifts’ to be 
used this coming Christmas. This means a new 
spirit of Christmas; it gives Christ his rightful place.” 

The New York Christian Advocate, in a letter of 
news from this Conference published January 11, 
1917, said: “Greater uniformity prevailed in the ob- 
servance of Christmas in our Sunday-schools this 
year than ever before. This was due to the fact that 
our Conference last April recommended that the 
‘White Christmas Crusade,’ which brought such sat- 
isfactory results in 1915, be repeated in 1916... . 
This plan of observing Christmas has the heartiest 
omen of pastors and ef many Sunday-school 
officials.” 

An increasing number of pastors and* Sunday- 
schools in our section of the country can now testify: 
“We Did It! It Helped Us!” 

Do tcevit_e, N. Y. 








Choirs: Their Discords and 
’ Harmonies in God’s Sight 





| oy were the beginning of this church (Calvary Pres- 
byterian), a little over seven years ago, no persons 
have been permitted by the Session to sing or play, 
or take part in any way in the leadership of praise, 
who have not been professing Christians. It has al- 
ways been the policy of the church, and constantly 
held up before the people, that only those who know 
by experience Jesus as their Saviour and Lord are 
qualified to lead the public praise of the sanctuary. 

Our choir is a volunteer choir, approved and 
guided by the Session of the church in so far as 
spiritual and also some musical oversight are con- 
cerned, I know for a fact that practically all of the 
members make their service a matter of personal 
consecration to their Lord and render this service 
Sunday after Sunday in the spirit of prayer, and 
after having prayed to God for his blessing. 

Some months ago when a little difference of 
Opinion arose between two of the members, they 
frankly brought the matter to the Music Committee 
of the Session, and after prayer and conference on 
the part of both, the matter was beautifully ad- 
justed in the spirit of Christ. 

The choir keeps in the closest spiritual sympathy 
with me as the pastor, not only in seeking to have 
appropriate hymns and anthems, but in doing all 
within their power to lead sinners into the kingdom 
of heaven and build up Christians in their life in 
Christ. The choir at present numbers eight, though 
we generally have ten in membership. , 

It is with a glad gratitude that I record the sincere 
spiritual motives and purposes of this little group 
that out of devotion to Jesus Christ give their best 
to him week after week in his service.—Rev. Francis 
Shunk Downs, Baltimore, Md. 


You request pastors who have voluntary choirs to 
write to you about them, if they sing for the glory 
of God only. I felt assured that this was true of 
our choir, but to be absolutely certain I asked each 
member to read your article, and then, if it was true 
of the person that he or she did sing only for God’s 
glory, to sign his name to the article. I am glad to 
report that every member of the choir and the or- 
ganist (who is paid a small sum) signed the name. 

One member said that she had not invariably 
prayed immediately before the service for God’s 
blessing on the song service, but that after reading 
the article she pledged herself to do so.—Rev. Joseph 
E. Hannch, Newnan, Ga. 

I am very fortunate in being the organist for a 
choir of the sort you have asked about. It has been 
the policy for many years in my church (the First 
Baptist) to admit no one but church-members to the 
choir. It is a volunteer choir of thirty members, and 
each one is impressed with the fact that the service 
rendered in the choir is as definite as that given by a 
Sunday-school teacher, for example. 

It is our custom to begin the day with a short ser- 
vice of prayer led by the pastor, in the choir room, 
five minutes before the morning worship begins, dedi- 
cating the service of song to His use. The close co- 
operation of choir and pastor has been a source of 
real joy, and a help, too.—Edith C. Ayres, Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. 


The choir of the Huntingdon Baptist Church, in 
Baltimore, approaches the desired ideal. Continually 
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is it held before them that if they are not seeking 
first. God’s glory in their singing they are sinning. 
They pray for the leader, and he prays for each one 
by name (in his private prayer), bringing before 
God, as far as he knows, their troubles, perplexities, 
temptations, faults.. He does this the better be- 
cause the members bring all such things to him, as 
well as their joys. 

When the rehearsal is concluded the leader talks 
to them from his heart as to what he sees in them 
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that he likes, and what he dislikes; then gives some 
verse from the Word, or some teaching that has 
helped him; then we all go to God in prayer for the 
Sunday services. 

In revivals the choir is active in personal work. 
One result is that quarrels and jealousies, etc., are 
utterly unknown in our choir. 

We sing anthems whose words are according to 
God’s Word, for the words are the first requisite.— 
H. W. Porter, Baltimore, Md. 





Paolo’s “Voce’ Tells How Soldiers Died 


\ 





Three thrilling war incidents speak of Christ‘in the trenches By W. H. Morse, M.D. > 








The passing away of a Christian soldier on the battlefields of Europe emphasizes the 

seer’s declaration, ‘‘ Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.”” And when our Italian 

friend, Paolo, in his quaint English, tells the story of such heroic deaths, as in this 

“report,” he does it with a touch of exquisite pathos that sinks an artesian shaft into 
the deepest wells of-sympathy in our hearts. 


OLO. of Palermo, enterprising Italian from 
Pk« Jersey, representing an American auto- 
mobile concern in his homeland, and combining 
colportage with this business, makes it part of his 
duty to send graphic reports to his employers, in 
which, in addition to his account of his agency, he 
writes of his Bible and Bible school work; and, of 
late, of his observations and experiences near the 
Austro-Italian front. “My report” in his own lan- 
guage is mio voce, and his voce is always interesting. 
His “war incidents,” taken from these reports, are 
excellent and written in his own hearty way, and 
although not written for publication present pictures 
worthful and unusual, From several of his reports 
some of these are taken: 
There was one captain who was shot. Some terri- 
ble wound. He had always railed at things religious. 
He called to one of the nurses: 


“Get me a Waldensian pastor!” 

What? None was near. She replied that she 
would call a priest. The dying man howled with 
profanity. No, he did not want a priest, and would 
not have one. The nurse tried to calm him, and 
spoke of repentance and making his peace with God. 
No, he would not hear a word to it! He demanded 
a Waldensian pastor. She told him that there was 
none within call. Just then a priest came, and she 
asked him to speak to the man. He did so, and got 
curses in response. 

“T tell you I want a Waldensian pastor!” he cried. 

Then something strange happened. The priest said 
to the nurse that there was a Waldensian in another 
tier, but he had had both legs mangled, and there was 
something the matter with his chest. He was not 
a minister, but all Waldensians are godly. Maybe he 
would do. 

“Let us have him come,” the priest said. Then he 
told the man, “all right, and to be patient, and he 
would bring a Waldensian.” He went to have this 
done. They brought the Waldensian on a bed, and 
laid it beside the other’s bed. The man had become 
quiet while this was being done. As soon as they 
had the bed in position the nurse spoke to him. 
Then she threw her arms back and shuddered. For 
an instant she thought he was dead. But he opened 
his eyes. 

“Here is the Waldensian!” she said. 

The man who had called for help opened his lips 
and tried to speak. The Waldensian, looking toward 
his comrade, said: 

“Please get our heads close to each other.” 

It was done. There was a whispering between the 
two. There was no time to be lost. Death was 
counting the seconds for the one. The other was in 
pain. I do not know what that solemn ministration 
meant. After a little the Waldensian said to the 
nurse: 

“If you please, I cannot control my arm, and will 
you lift my hand that I may lay it on his head?” 

His arm was paralyzed. She did so. Then he 
prayed, speaking very low, and those in the other 
beds looking on. Curses now? No, not one. The 
nurse turned away her head to wipe the tears. When 
she looked again, the dying man’s face relaxed, and 
in.a moment it was all over. She lifted back the 
other’s useless arm. 

“Yes,” the Waldensian said, “it is all right. Let 
me lie here a while.” 

When they came to remove the dead man, the other 
was ready to go, too. He had died. His loving min- 
istry had exhausted him. 


One day I was waiting to speak with an officer 
when two or three ambulances passed the tent, carry- 
ing wounded to the ambulance tents. I had become 
used to seeing such things, and was looking on as if 
it was like a panorama, when I heard some one in 
the nearest ambulance call out: 

“Hi! Here you! Attention! See!” 





I saw in a minute that he was speaking to me, and 
I ran to the ambulance. 

—_ on!” It was one of the wounded men who 
cried. 

As best I could I got along after him. The guards 
pushed me aside until the ambulances were emptied. 

Then they let me in, and I found the man. It was 
no one I knew. 

“Hil” he said, “I got my ticket!” 

“Ticket?” I repeated. 

“Sure! My ticket to Paradise. A bullet. It went 
through me. I heard it buzz.” 

I turned to the little surgeon. 

“Shot through the lungs,” he explained. 

“Too bad!” the wounded man said. “See! I know 
you. That other day I saw you, and they said you 
were from America. So am I. That is what I want 
of you.” : 

“You have some message to send home?” I asked. 

“Oh, no,” he said. “Not that. My folks know it is 
all right. What I wanted was to say that I am sorry 
that it hit me down there. I was in hopes if I was 
wounded it might have been maybe my legs shot off, 
and then I could lie in here and speak of Jesus to 
others. But this—this will not let me!” 

He died, regretting he could not have an oppor- 
tunity in hospital to testify for Christ while there. 
His name was Beppo Munsica, of New York. 

A soldier who had come as a reservist from some- 
where in our American West, or maybe in Ohio, was 
a Methodist. He had been injured in action, and it 
was necessary to have an operation to save his life. 
I am not informed as to what the operation was, but 
that makes no difference. It had to be done. He 
was willing, but he did not want to be suffocated 
with chloroform. The time came when they took 
him to the operating-table, and undressed him. An- 
other soldier came in with the attendants and stood 
by him. 

“You are in the way,” the surgeons said to this 
soldier. “Step back!” 

He only changed his place quietly. 

The interne produced his mask and bottle. The 
man on the table put up a hand. 

“No,” he said, “not that! I will not have it!” 

“You must,” said the surgeon. 

“I will not!” he answered. “No need of it, sir. I 
got something a great deal better.” 

He motioned toward the other man. The surgeons 
thought that the other had brought some opiate for 
him, and said that they could not bother and waste 
time with that. The man surmised what they 
thought, I presume, for he spoke up. 

“See!” he said, “this, my friend, will keep me good. 
You go ahead. He will sing. If I cry or twitch, you 
can put that thing on; but not else.” 

“Pooh!” said the doctor. “Man, it will be painful.” 

“Go ahead!” 

The surgeons proceeded. The companion sang. It 
was our Italian hymn. 

“Vieni, celeste Be, 
Vogliam cantare a Te, 
Le tue lodi! 
Sei padre di pieta, 
Di pace e carita: 
Con Te si regnera 
Nell’ alto ciel.” 


The man on the table joined in it. There are four 
verses. He sang into the second, and the other went 
on alone. The blood flowed, the operation went on, 
the needle went in and out: He bore it all. The 
other sang,—all four verses, and it was over. 

It must have been as long as thirty minutes, and 
they say that the man’s black eyes seemed to join 
the song, and he never winced at all. That was a 
man of whom a mother might be proud. Oh, the 
power of song! Isn’t it? A comrade sang to a 
comrade, and sang of Christ. Was not that good? 

Hartrorp, Conn. 
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Is One of “God’s Creative Hours’® Near at Hand ? 


_ Is missionary leadership preparing for the fast-approaching task 
that follows peace?’ asks John R. Mott from the Watch Tower 





for the time after the victory? There is a 

danger of our not having enough leaders 
among the clergy and the laity to penetrate the com- 
ing age. Oh, it is coming. I think that within twelve 
months we will be in it.” 

With a countenance sobered and saddened beyond 
its wont by the cumulative tragedy of the world war 
which he had seen with his own eyes, John R, Mott 
made ‘these statements to the convention of the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew, meeting in Philadel- 
phia, on October 14, 1917. The subject on which he 
was speaking was “Larger Usefulness Abroad.” He 
continued : 

“How are we to minister to the tens of millions 
of men under arms awaiting the settlement of peace 
terms during what is sure to be the longest armistice 
in the history of the world? The call to the colors 
has been answered by 40,000,000 soldiers. Something 
like that number are now engaged in the world war. 
Those men will have time to think during the long 
truce that will deal with the most vexing problems 
hhat have ever been dealt with in the settlement of 
peace terms.” 

Declaring that this is the time for Christian pa- 
triots to gird themselves for world service, Dr. 
Mott wished that Christian groups in America would 
regularly meet for prayer and “unhurried discus- 
sion” as to our responsibility for the future as did an 
earnest band of men he found in Germany led by 
Harnack. 

The war has made Europe as plastic to the mission- 
ary touch as the Panama Congress found Latin 
America to be; as Asia and Africa have been in re- 
cent years. “We must school our wills to get ready 
for the great constructive tasks that are to follow 
peace.” Recently returned from Russia as a mem- 
ber of President Wilson’s Mission to that country, 
Dr. Mott surely spoke with authority when he said: 

“I would not have said four years ago that Russia 
would be the most plastic nation in the world to-day, 
and yet Russia is in the midst of the most stupendous 
changes_that any nation, ancient or modern, ever 
faced. In the first place Russia is engaged in the 
greatest war -in history. In the second, Russia is 
participating in the greatest political revolution of his- 
tory, not even excepting that of France, breaking 
from a benighted aristocracy to the full stature of a 
democracy. In the third place Russia is in the midst 
of the most bewildering social and industrial revolu- 
tion that ever took place. With easy mien she is fac- 
ing toward the most discouraging social facts with 
which the leaders of any nation have ever dealt. 
They are seeking to establish justice and liberty. In 
the fourth place, contrary to general opinion, Russia 
is engaged in the greatest religious revolution since 
the Protestant Reformation.” 

Deprecating the prevalent criticism of Russia as 
almost disloyalty to an ally, Dr. Mott said: “I have 
never believed so much in Russia as I do to-day. 
Russia has idealism and courage perhaps unequaled 
in the world. I have confidence in her leaders, for 
I found there more strong leaders, in and out of 
power, than in any nation I know. I believe not 
only in Russia, but in the outcome of what is going 
on in Russia.” 

It will take more than billions of money to reach 
Northern France and Belgium, to aid stricken 
Servia, and also Roumania, who is now maintaining 
at awful cost one flank of the great Eastern army, 
and protecting the grain-fields of southern Russia 
and the oil fields of the Caucasus beyond. The 
allied countries have given Belgium $250,000,000, and 
America has ministered to Armenia. We must con- 
tinue this ministry, not forgetting Poland, being 
fought over for the fifth time. There are few chil- 
dren under five years of age living in Poland. 

Dr. Mott declared that he was looking for six 
great leaders, who would take a message of hope to 
the suffering people on the other side. He warned 
against the danger of losing sight of the great mis- 
sionary program of the world. “Shall Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America be penalized because of the sins 
of Europe and America?” he asked. 

“A Christ who is not able to deal with the war 
situation is not a perfect Christ. A Christ who is 
not able to deal with the war situation is not ablc to 
deal with the world situation. But Christ is able to 
deal with both. I have seen pillar after pillar of 
civilization crumble, but I call it a process of 
elimination. But the changeless One is not changing. 

“This is the time to deal in large dimensions, As 
against 2,000,000 men as the largest force ever en- 
gaged in war before, there are now more than 
40,000,000 men engaged in this war. It is costing 


6 Ave the Christian forces of America prepared 


$130,000,000 a day, and so far more than $70,000,- 
000,000 has been spent to carry on the conflict. 

“Madame Guyon spoke once of ‘the creative hours 
of God.’ Isn’t this a time of times to have creative 
work? I see again the unending rows of graves, with 
the dead soldiers being buried therein, head to foot 
and foot to head. I saw 1,200 hospitals in Moscow 
alone, all crowded. So far as I recall, during the last 
of my four visits to Europe since the war began, 
there was not a home I visited, across which the dark 
shadow had not passed at least once. The dying is 
going on, Have we the leadership here to help make 
this time one of the creative hours of God?” 


Gospel Possibilities in a Victorious Tribe 


MALL tribes of American Indians have been 

claiming a share of government attention. In 
Montana “Rocky Boy’s Band,” a branch of the Chip- 
pewas, which for sixty years were nothing more than 
wandering mendicants, have received a permanent 
home, and Indian Commissioner Cato Sells is en- 
abling them to work out a system for their self- 
support. Even more recently have steps been taken 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


Paper and Ink at the Front.—The scale on which supplies 
must be purchased for the work of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association among the troops is seen in the fact 
that in twenty-four hours in one of the “huts” in England 
3,000 letters were written on the stationery supplied free 
to the men.—Missionary Review of the World. 


A Check to Fifty-four Years of Service.—Robert College, 
at Constantinople, after fifty-four years of service in giving 
to the young men of Turkey and the Balkans an education, 
has been closed by the Turkish authorities, who have taken 
over the buildings for temporary military purposes. The 
government denies that it intends confiscation. 


An Improvement in Parrot Talk.—‘“Firmes y adelante!” 
(“Onward, Christian Soldiers!”) sung in a full round voice 
was heard by a missionary in the mountains of Guatemala, 
many leagues away from the nearest railroad. A parrot 
had picked up, from some of the native converts, the 
Spanish translation of Sullivan’s famous holy march. These 
converts were the fruit of the Presbyterian Church mission 
at Guatemala, 


A Big Load of Bibles for Africa.—One hundred and twenty- 
five cases of Bibles have arrived at Ebu Owerri, it re- 
quiring 124 African porters, each with the regulation load 
of sixty pounds on his head, in single file, to take these 
Bibles to their destination through the bush. There were 
twenty-five Bibles to each tin-lined case, making a total 
of 3,100 copies which it is believed will be sold to the 
natives within the year. 


Visiting Oriental Leper Missions.—Mr. W. M. Danner, 
Secretary of the Mission to Lepers, is visiting the stations 
of the mission in the East, Siam, the Philippines, China, 
Korea, and Japan. Leprosy is very prevalent in these 
lands. Two dollars a month will provide for the support 
of a leper in one of the mission homes. Funds may be 
sent to The Mission to Lepers, 105 Raymond Street, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 


The Most Aggressive Religion.—Of India’s 315,000,000 
people, 66,000,000 are Mohammedans. Mohammedanism is 
the aggressive religion of India, says the World Outlook, 
and has increased its membership nine percent. in a decade, 
while the general population has increased only two per- 
cent. Many more native Indians are becoming Moham- 
medans every year than are turning to Christianity, but 
proportionately Christianity is leading in growth, having 
increased twenty-five percent. in ten years. 


Woodman’s Axe and Death’s Scythe in Syria.—‘‘The 
cedars of Lebanon, whose great wind-moved tops have 
waved in Psalm and prophetic page, have at last gone to 
feed Turkish locomotives.” The Turks have denuded 
Syria and the Lebanon of all trace of wood in order to run 
their railroad, at present deprived of European coal. It is 
furthermore stated that from 100,000 to 250,000 people have 
died from disease, starvation, and exile in the province of 
Lebanon alone, and in Syria proper as many more. An 
eye witness says that the only remaining signs of life are 
the sparrows building their nests in the depopulated 
houses. 


Christmas Gifts for Starving Children?—A bite to eat 
will be a most appreciated Christmas present to the 400,000 
children ‘of Armenia and Syria whose parents have been 
massacred or died from starvation. Indeed these children 
themselves are likely to be dead before Christmas, 1918, 
rolls around, unless America sends them food. In an 
effort to save them the Sunday-schools of America are 
being asked to raise at least $1,000,000 at Christmas. Five 
dollars will sustain a life for thirty days, and $60 for a 
whole year. The Sunday-School War Council, co-operating 
with the Committee for Armenian and Syrian relief, 1 
Madison Avente, New York, has prepared the appeal to the 
Sunday-schools. 











+} 


By Howard A. Banks 














to establish the status of the Florida Seminoles, a 
task long neglected because of the peculiar condi- 
tion existing in the Peninsula. 

But the story of the Papagos is one of the most 
inspiring in the annals of the original American, 
says the New York Herald. The tribe, which now 
numbers about 6,000, has lived for hundreds of years 
in what. is now southern Arizona, one of the most 
uninhabitable regions of the United States. They 
have made a substantial contribution to the agricul- 
ture of the world by originating and developing the 
“Papago bean,” also known as-the tepary bean, a 
vegetable of no little food value that is almost as 
hardy as cactus. This bean, through the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, has been sent to almost every 
arid region in the world. 

Desperate indeed was their fight with nature. Liv- 
ing on government land, with no definite reservation, 
they were crowded farther and farther into the 
desert until their last stand was made in a barren 
tract through which there was not a single permanent 
running stream. 

“There were six thousand of these people living 
in a land where a white man would have starved to 
death in a season,” Mr. Sells said in describing his 
first trip-to the Papago country. “There was not a 
stream anywhere, but they were the original irriga- 
tionists and had learned to run lateral ditches, some- 
times covering two thousand acres to a single pond, 
where they impounded the water of infrequent rains 
and used it for their stock and to cultivate a few 
acres. 

“They fenced these water holes with withes and 
poles, without the use of nails or any metal. They 
dug wells in some places, drilling now and then 
through the solid rock with nothing but stone im- 
plements.” 

There was great opposition in the Southwest to 
setting aside a tract for the Papagos, which cul- 
minated in a hearing before the Secretary of the 
Interior. Attorneys for the white men were well 
fortified with precedents. and arguments, but they 
had never slept in the Papago villages nor ridden 
over the trackless miles in the Indian country, as 
Mr. Sells had done. So facts won, and President 
Wilson issued an executive order providing a per- 
manent home for these deserying desert people. 

People who win such victories over nature’s ob- 
stacles would doubtless be conquerors in the victori- 
ous life, if somebody would tell them about the vic- 
torious Christ. Whether any mission work is being 
done among them, the Watch Tower does not know. 
Dr. Harlan P. Beach’s “Geography and Atlas of 
Protestant Missions” mentions mission work in Ari- 
zona as being done for the Moqui, Navajo, and Pima 
tribes but no other. 


Visiting a Polyglot Parliament 


- SHOULD think it would be a real problem to 
have a National Assembly where many different 
dialects are spoken.” 

So writes a former member of the editorial force 
of The Sunday School Times, Miss Grace M. Breck, 
now of the American Board Mission at Peking. 
Her letter is dated June 17, 1917. The Congrega- 
tional Societies of Georgia, Florida, and the Carolinas 
have adopted Miss Breck as their missionary. In 
writing to them she describes a visit of herself and 
fellow-students in the Language School at Peking to 
the Chinese Parliament. Through the courtesy of 
the Hon. C. T. Wang, a Yale graduate and Vice- 
President of e Senate, they were received as 
guests. Says Miss Breck: 

“Most of the speeches were made in dialects very 
different from the Mandarin that is spoken here in 
North China. Of course there were representatives 
from different parts of China, and the dialect in use 
in Central and Southern China is very different from 
that used here. Some of our Language School 
teachers were there, and they didn’t understand much 
of what was said, so it is not surprising that we 
students didn’t, The fact that the written language 
is the same throughout the country helps to solve 
the difficulty, and the most important documents are 
printed and distributed to the members. 

“It was very interesting, however, to see the As- 
sembly, even though we didn’t understand what was 
said. For the most part the members were a very 
intelligent, superior-looking lot of people. 

“Not long ago Mr. Wang lectured to us at the 
Language School on the new Constitution of China 
which is now being drawn up, pointing out in what 
respects it is like the Constitution of the United 
States, and how it is different.” 
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LESSON 6. NOVEMBER II. 


Nehemiah I : I-11. Commit verse II 


NEHEMIAH’S PRAYER 


Golden Text.—Whatsoever we ask we receive of him, because we keep his commandments and do the things that are pleasing in his sight.—1 John 3 : 22 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
Getting Started in Class 
SK the class whether any one in it has ever 
Awe a prayer to God which was not answered. 
Then ask them to suggest some reasons why a 
prayer may not be answered. - : 
sk if any one in the class has ever tried to grow 
a plant or flower of any sort, either in a flower-pot 
or out-of-doors in the garden, which has failed to 
thrive and bloom. Then ask them to suggest some 
reasons for such a failure. 

Now say that you have a picture you want to show 
them which suggests two things: why a prayer may 
not be answered, and why a’plant may not thrive and 
bloom. The picture is that of the Lesson Cartoon on 
page 607 in this issue: pass it around the class; and 
make sure that they clearly understand its meaning 
and message, Let the class repeat the Golden Text. 


Our Background Material 


Another opportunity to master a book of the Bible. 
Between now and December 16 we have five lessons 
in Nehemiah; and there are only thirteen chapters 
in the entire book. Get as many members of the class 
as possible to agree to read the entire book through 
before next Sunday, and to jot down in a note-book 
their own impressions of the book as a whole, and 
of any sub-divisions of the book that they notice. In 
other words, get them to make their own analysis. or 
outline of the book; tell them that next Sunday you 
will give them an outline and they may see how 
nearly their own agrees with it. A simple division 
of the book of Nehemiah into three parts is sug- 
gested by Dr. Griffith Thomas (1); another outline 
will be noted here next week. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figuees at the end 

of certain peragraphe in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Exciting things had been happening over in Judea. 
Give the class a glimpse of these events: a hint of 
them is given in the paragraph “Connection” in Dr. 
Griffith Thomas’ article: the unusually helpful article 
on page 600, “How One Woman Teaches a Bible 
Class,” tells how to get ready for the teaching of this 
lesson. Especially be sure that the class understands 
what is not referred to by the “great affliction and 
reproach” of verse 3 and the pitiable destruction there 
mentioned of the wall and gates of Jerusalem. Do 
not let them think that this refers to what happened 
when Judah was taken into captivity by Nebuchad- 
nezzar; that was a century or more earlier; this 
was something recent. One possible cause of the 
trouble is discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2), 
and by Dr. Mackie (1). 

The forcible interference by Samaritan foes with the 
attempted rebuilding of Jerusalem by the Jews (Ezra 
4) may be what is referred to in the lesson, but a 
more interesting suggestion is that verses 2 and 3 
are an echo of the attempted destruction of the en- 
tire Jewish race as plotted by Haman (Esth. 3:6, 
8-11, 13-15). The exciting events that followed this 
decree for the destruction of the Jews are given in 
the book of Esther; and then Ahasuerus authorized 
the Jews to resist and exterminate and despoil those 
who attacked them (Esth. 8: 10-14). Some identify 
Ahasuerus, of Esther, with the Artaxerxes of Nehe- 
miah. In that case, the sad news brought by Hanani 
to Nehemiah may refer to conditions at Jerusalem 
half a dozen years after the terrible struggle that 
went on during the attempted Jewish massacre in 
Judah in Esther’s time as throughout the entire 
Medo-Persian empire. The story of the struggle is 
told in Esther 9: 1-10. 

Give the class a vivid, enthusiastic picture of the 
man Nehemiah. Some facts about him are given 
by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2), and Dr. Mackie (3). 
Look up the subject in a Bible Dictionary. And take 
advantage of the remarkable story to appear in next 
week’s issue of The Sunday School Times, by Fred- 
erick Hall, entitled “The Courier,” to make Nehe- 
miah live before the class as a real, present-day man. 

How would it affect most rich men, living in 
luxurious eas? in a palace and with high official re- 
sponsibilities, to learn that their countrymen were in 
great need i1 a distant land? Let the class discuss 
this. Some men in Nehemiah’s circumstances would 
have expressed deep regret to learn of the sad facts, 
would have assured Hanani of their sympathy, and 
would have written a very beautiful lettet of sym- 
pathy,—and let it go at that. But Nehemiah gave 
himself up to mourning and prayer for four months 


_ by thy great power, and by thy strong hand. 


1 The ! words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. 

Now it came to pass in the month Chislev, in the 
twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the * palace, 2 that 
Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain men out 
of Judah; and I asked them concerning the Jews that had 
escaped, that were left of the captivity, and concerning 
Jerusalem. 3 And they said unto me, The remnant that are 
left of the captivity there in the province are in great 
affliction and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken 
down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire. 

4 And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I 
sat down and wept, and mourned certain days; and I fasted 
and prayed before the God of heaven, 5 and said, I beseech 
thee, O Jehovah, the God of heaven, the great and terrible 
God, that keepeth covenant and lovingkindness with them 
that love him and keep his commandments: 6 let thine 
ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou may- 
est hearken unto the prayer of thy servant, which I pray 
before thee at this time, day and night, for the children 
of Israel thy servants, while I confess the sins of the 
children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee. Yea, 
I and my father’s house have sinned: 7 we have dealt very 
corruptly against thee, and have not kept the command- 
ments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances, which thou 
commandedst thy servant Moses. 8 Remember, I beseech 
thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, 
saying, If ye trespass, I will scatter you abroad among the 
peoples: 9 but if ye return unto me, and keep my command- 
ments and do them, though your outcasts were in the ut- 
termost part of the heavens, yet will I gather them from 
thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have 
chosen, to cause my name to dwell there. 10 Now these 
are thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed 
11 O Lord, 
I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer 
of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who 
delight to fear thy name; and prosper, I pray thee, thy 
servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this 
man. (Now I was cupbearer to the king.) 

10r, history *Or, castle 
The American Revision copyright, 1901 
by Thomas Nelson E'Sons _ 








(Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 2). And during this time he 
was preparing to do something about it. 
~ Nehemiah gave his afflicted friends Knee Medicine 


—tell the story of the Chinese convert (Illustration 
Round Table, 1). 


The Truth that Is Golden 

Make a thorough study of his remarkable prayer, 
with the class (vs. 4-11). His prayer was tremen- 
dously intense: he threw himself into it with his 
whole body, mind, and spirit (vs. 4-6). 

Was Nehemiah a worse sinner than most of the 
Jews and Gentiles among whom he lived? Why did 
he confess his sins so prominently? (vs. 6, 7.) Note 
the kind of people who, as Mr. Ridgway (1) points 
out, are ready to recognize that they are sinners; 
and the importance of naming our sins when we con- 
fess them (Round Table, 3). 

After confession, Nehemiah passes to pleading 
God’s own Word to him (vs. 8, 9). Have the class 
state from those two verses just what God’s pledged 
word was. We are on solid ground: when we plead 
God’s own promises in prayer (1 John 5: 14, 15). 

Nehemiah now boldly reminds God that he is pray- 
ing for God’s own redeemed people (v. 10). The 
significance of this in view of an Oriental custom is 
strikingly brought out by Dr. Mackie (2). 

The prayer ends with an unexpected turn in the 
mention of a very specific and significant detail: right 
now, at this very time, give me, Nehemiah, mercy 
in the sight of this man the king. God loves to have 
us very definite and detailed in our prayers to him; 
and he loves to answer in exactly that way. 

Four important elements in Nehemiah’s prayer are 
brought out by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3); and it 
is also discussed fully in his Section II, “The Heart 
of the Lesson.” 


Teaching Points 


A good test of the depth and genuineness of our 
expressed sympathy. for an afflicted friend is not 
what we say about it, but what we do about it. The 
man who takes time to go apart by himself and de- 
vote himself to earnest prayer for an afflicted friend 
is “doing something” in the most practical way. 

Let us remember that, as we saw in an earlier les- 
son, fasting is letting go of earthly things, while 
praying is taking hold of heavenly things. The two 
stand for surrender and faith. 


Note the four titles or descriptions of God at the 
beginning of Nehemiah’s prayer (v. 5): Jehovah, 
meaning “the God of revelation and grace, dwelling 
with his people, guiding and delivering them.” The 
God of heaven, whose throne and dwelling-place are 
far above this earth. The great and terrible God,— 
recognition of God’s holy and righteous power to 
rule and condemn and punish sin. The loving and 
covenant-keeping God unto them that love him and 
obey; a return to the meaning of Jehovah, the more 





significant because immediately following the words 
“the great and terrible God”: a swift reminder of 
God’s mercy and grace. 


As Nehemiah, doubtless living in genuine holiness 
before God, identified himself with the sins and the 
sinners of Israel, so every Christian, no matter how 
victoriously he may be living, cay and should identify 
himself with the sins of any one for whom he is 
interceding. For all men, even those who are “more 
than conquerors” in Christ, have of themselves made 
a complete and utter failure in sin. 


The promise of God to bring back repentant 
Israel to her own land, pleaded by Nehemiah, had 
never been revoked; it still holds good for Israel. 
God is going to bring Israel into repentance ; and God 
is going to bring her back to her own land. Give the 
class the main points in the remarkable article on 
page 590, “Does Prophecy Connect This War With 
the Jews?” 

As Nehemiah in pleading for sinning Israel re- 
minded God that it was God’s own servants and peo- 
ple redeemed by God’s own power (v. 10), thus when 
we are pleading for sinning Christians, that they may 
surrender their lives wholly to the mastery of Christ 
and take Him as their victory, we have special ground 
and hope and assurance as we remind God that it is 
his own redeemed people for whom we are pleading. 

If God lays a burden of prayer concerning any 
matter upon one of his children, it is pretty safe to 
believe that he has laid that same matter as a burden 
of prayer upon others. Nehemiah asked God to “be 
attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the 
prayer of thy servants.” Probably we are seldom 
if ever absolutely alone, among human beings, in any 
God-given prayer, 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

What various events may be meant by “the Jews 
that had escaped” (v. 2) and their affliction, and the 
wrecked condition of Jerusalem? (v. 3.) 

How can we account for Nehemiah’s exceptional 
grief, and his identifying of himself with the cause 
and the needs of the afflicted Jews in a distant land? 

Can one love and fear God at the same time? 

How long at a time do we pray? Get the views 
of the class; then tell the story of the test Billy Sun- 
day got an elder to make of his own praying (Illus- 
tration Round Table, 2). 

Did Nehemiah believe that God was going to an- 
swer his prayer, or was he uncertain? 

Was it possible for such a man as Nehemiah to 
live in victory over sin, centuries before Christ came? 

What had been the outstanding sins of the Jewish 
people, resulting in their captivity and dispersion 
among the peoples? 

Why have the Jews always been kept distinct from 
other peoples, not racially mingling with them during 
all the centuries of their dispersion? 

What have any of the class specially noticed in the 
newspapers about Jews during the last year or so? 

If the king was an unbeliever, could Nehemiah ask 
God to bring something to pass, involving the king, 
in answer to Nehemiah’s prayer? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Nehemiah’s Prayer Answered (Nehemiah 2: 1-11). 


Kings are human beings, plain men, after all; and 
they can be as much interested in other human beings 
as if they were not kings. There is a beautiful 
heart-to-heart. talk between a king and one of his 
friends before us now; and that king was a world- 
emperor, too. And it was all a part of God’s plans 
and purposes for God’s own people, the Jews, and 
eventually for the blessing of the entire world 
through the Jews. ‘ 


What more do we know about this Artaxerxes? 

What was the cause of Nehemiah’s sorrow ? 

Why: should Nehemiah have been “sore afraid” 
when the king noted his sorrow? 


Was it a perilous thing for Nehemiah to make his 
request of the king? 

_How long might it take Nehemiah to carry through 
his undertaking? 

What secret is disclosed, of the king’s favorable 
attitude toward Nehemiah? 

Why were certain men (v. 10) grieved to see that 
some one had come to help the children of Israel? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 
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Connection.—After Ezra’s arrival (Ezra 8: 32), 
he began to take severe action against Jews who 
were intermarrying with foreigners (Ezra 9g: 10), 
and the record closes with a reference to the first 
year after his arrival (10:17). Then come twelve 
or thirteen years of silence until Nehemiah appears, 
and from his account it is assumed that Ezra was 
opposed and that matters in Jerusalem became trou- 
bled almost to the point of utter disaster, It is at 
this stage that the story of Nehemiah commences. 


Time.—The twentieth year of Artaxerxes, 445 
B..¢. 


The Book of Nehemiah.—This book is in three 


parts: (1) 1-7. Building the wall, First visit and 
work done. (2) 810. Reading the law. Feast of 
Tabernacles. (3) 11-13. Settling cities. List of 


princes, priests, and Levites. (1) 

Books on the Lesson.—For all geographical mat- 
ters connected with Babylon and Palestine, see 
Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical Geography 
of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 75 cents). The “Pulpit Commentary” on Ne- 
hemiah contains. useful suggestions. “Ellicott’s Com- 
mentary” on this book is also valuable (Cassell and 
Co., New York, 75 cents to $2); and also Ezra and 
Nehemiah in the “Men of the Bible”, series (Flem- 
ing H. Revell, New York, 75 cents each). 


I. The Message of the Lesson 

The Great Sorrow (vs. 1-4). The month Chislev 
corresponded with our November, and Shushan, 
known outside the Bible as Susa, was the original 
capital of Cyrus, made magnificent by his successors 
and preferred as a royal residence to the proper 
capital, Babylon. Nehemiah was in an important 
position as cupbearer to the king (2:1), and was 
not only influential, but rich (5:17). And yet he 
had the keenest interest in everything connected with 
his Jewish brethren, and when Hanani, his own 
brother (7:2), came from Judah, it was natural for 
Nehemiah to inquire as to the condition of affairs. 
The Jews in the Empire of Babylon were clearly 
more numerous and wealthy than those in Palestine. 
He is told of the sad state of things, evidently re- 
ferring to some recent trouble and not a condition 
which had been existent since their first return. 
Nehemiah, in speaking of “the Jews that had es- 
caped, that were left of the captivity,” used words 
which seemed like those of the prophets when fore- 
telling the exile. He evidently thought of the Jews 
in Palestine as experiencing a harder lot than their 
more favored brethren in Babylon. The trouble was 
pretty certainly due to the opposition shown to 
Ezra’s campaign against foreign marriages. It is 
impossible that the words can refer to Jerusalem re- 
maining unfortified all these years. This was the 
cause of the great trouble in Jerusalem (v. 3). On 
hearing the news, Nehemiah felt inexpressible sor- 


row, and the “certain days” seem to mean four 
- . y* — , 
months from Chislev to Nisan (1:1; 2:1). Ezra’s 


plans had apparently been resisted by force and his 
adherents had suffered severely. (2) 

The Great Satisfaction (vs. 5-11). But Nehemiah 
took his sadness to the right place, for he lifted up 
his soul to God in prayer. The elements of his 
prayer are specially noteworthy: (1) he had strong 
confidence in God (v. 5), recognizing at once God’s 
majesty and mercy; (2) true confession marked his 
supplication (vs. 6, 7). He felt that the Jews had 
sinned against God’s grace and had done contrary 
to his law. Confession of sin is always a mark of 
true approach to God. (3) With this came an earn- 
est appeal to God (vs. 8-10). Promises were 
pleaded and the sad position of the people fully 
recognized and acknowledged. It is significant that 
Nehemiah clings so closely to the Divine covenant 
(vs. 5, 9, 10), and on this bases his plea for God’s 
intervention. (4) Then the prayer closes with the 
simple but definite request that God would meet them 
in their specific need and help Nehemiah, in the face 
of great difficulty, to succor the people. He was 
particularly anxious to go as soon as possible to the 
aid of his poor and needy fellow-countrymen, and yet 
he was conscious of the almost insuperable difficulty 
of getting away from the king and the important 
work in which he was engaged. -Nehemiah was 
quite young and evidently a royal favorite (2:6), and 
what he desired was that God would so influence the 
king as to allow him to leave all the comfort and in- 
fluence of his position and go to the aid of those who 
were in need. It would mean hardship and self-sac- 
tifice but, loyal, patriotic and religious Jew that he 


was, he knew that it would be the means of render- - 


ing special service to God and.his people. (3) 


Il. The Heart of the Lesson 


In this prayer of Nehemiah we learn the secret 
of true life. The prayers in Scripture often re- 
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veal the character of the man who prays. It is 
so with Paul’s prayers and it is so here. As we con- 
sider the elements of the life of a true servant of 
God, we shall find that they are very simple, very 
clear, and are always essentially the same under the 
most varied circumstances and times. There were 
two, and only two, elements in Nehemiah’s life of 
prayer. 

1. Inward Communion. We notice (1) his knowl- 
edge of God (v. 5). He speaks of God as “Je- 
hovah,” “great and terrible,” and also of the cove- 
nant and the loving-kindness of God. All this clearly 
implies full knowledge of God and a long-standing 
fellowship. Indeed, nearly every clause of kis prayer 
is an echo, if not a quotation, from some of the 
writings of the Old Testament. His mind was evi- 
dently steeped in Scripture. (2) Sincerity with God 
(vs. 6, 7). First came confession, then intercession, 
followed by acknowledgment. Nehemiah lays bare 
his heart and has no reservation before God. This 
is one of the essential requirements of prayer. “If 
I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear” 
(Psa. 66:18). (3) Confidence in God (vs. 8-10). 
Nehemiah pleaded God’s promises and approaches 
him with holy boldness, resting on the rock of his 
truth and feeling sure that he will do according to 
his Word. Thus, with this threefold experience in 
his inward life of fellowship, Nehemiah could pray 
with power. 

2. Outward Consecration. From within came the 
open expression of his life of fellowship, and we no- 
tice (1) tenderness of heart (v. 4). He was full of 
interest in, sympathy with, and sorrow for his peo- 
ple. God’s kingdom was precious to him and he 
loved the souls of those who were included in the 
Divine covenant. The sadness and losses touched 
him to the quick, and this tenderness was a mark 
of his true life. (2) Willingness: of spirit (v. 11). 
He wished to answer his own prayer, for he really 
offered himself. It is always a mark of true prayer 
when we are willing to answer it ourselves. 
(3) Earnestness of life. He was ready to surrender 
position, ease, power, and influence, thereby show- 
ing the intense reality of his character. It is one of 
the greatest proofs of the sincerity and earnestness 
of our prayers when we are ready to make sacrifices 
for them. 

Thus, we see something of Nehemiah’s prayer life, 
and in this the life of prayer at all times. We have 
yet to notice the answer that came to his prayers and 
what this means, but meanwhile it is essential that 
we should understand and, by the Holy Spirit, ex- 
perience the basis of true prayer in a life lived in 
fellowship with God (sée Golden Text, 1 John 3: 22). 


Ill. The Lesson Outlined 

1. The Great Sorrow (vs. 1-4; James 1: 1-7). 

2. The Great Satisfaction (vs. 5-11; John 16: 
23-30). 
IV. Leading Questions 


What points of contrast can be found between the 
characters of Ezra and Nehemiah? 


Collect and distinguish the various kings of Per- 
sia named in Ezra and Nehemiah. 


How came Nehemiah to be in a position of such 
honor and responsibility? (v. 11; Dan. 1.) 

What were some of the causes eof the Jewish 
affliction? (Ezra 4: 1-10.) 

What other fastings are mentioned in connection 
with this entire period? (Dan. 9:3; 10:3; Ezra 8: 
21; 10:6; Esther 4: 16.) 

Why did Nehemiah identify himself with the sins 
of his people? 

What words recorded by Moses are suggested here? 
(vs. 8-11; Lev. 26: 27-30; Deut. 28: 62-67.) 

What features of true prayer are found here? 

What revelation does this givé of Nehemiah’s 
spiritual life? 

WycuirFeE CoLiecr, Toronto. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Our Own.—/ asked them concerning the Jews (v. 
2). Did not forget his duty to his own folks in the 
midst of his great prosperity. I am in Chicago. I 
have just had the pleasure of lunching with Baron 
Icantspellit, “the J. P. Morgan of Japan,” and a 
friend of the American Sunday-school. Next to me 
sat one of the great lawyers of the city. He is a 
Sunday-school teacher. His folks come from up 
around Brandywine Manor. His grandfather and 
great-grandfather had been pastors at the Manor 
for about one hundred years. This successful law- 
yer spent the time asking me “concerning the Jews” 
up around the Manor. We all know men who have 
gone from countryside and fallen into fame and for- 
tune, and. not only have forgotten plain home folks 
but are actually ashamed of us “mossbacks,” “pump- 
kin huskers,” “Rubes.” Read the “Stickit Minister,” 
by Crockett. Uncle Billy Watson says that when the 
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town grows out to the old farm and “takes it all in 
at fifty dollars a foot up cow pasture and down corn- 
field, there won’t be a poor Watson woman atakin’ 
boarders or agoin’ out nursin’, or livin’ on scrapple in 
winter and fried mush in summer. No siree, Bob! 
When my old ship sails in all the Watson girls have 
got to get on board.” It surely is pathetic to see poor 
but fine feeling women putting up a brave fight for a 
bare existence. But indignation makes the pathos boil 
when we see old Mrs. Bigheart pinching along in the 
country while Uncle Millions rolls along in the city. 
Read what Paul calls the man (1 Tim. 5:8). 


The Strong Ones.—When I heard these words... 
I wept ... fasted and prayed (v. 4). It is the strong 
man who prays. George Washington prayed. Abra- 
ham Lincoln prayed. William ‘McKinley prayed. 
They prayed because they had great responsibilities 
and needed guidance and help. Before the emergency 
they had credits in heaven and could draw upon that 
bank. I have known young men who were ashamed 
to be seen upon their knees when out with the fel- 
lows (Mark 8: 38; 2 Tim. 2:12). Praying is no sign 
of weakness or flabbiness. When I was in prep. 
school there came a boy named Charlie Brookes. He 
was a rough and Patler 3 sort of fellow. Four of us 
young heathen roomed together and Charlie was put 
in with us on a cot. The first night after undressing 
and before lights went out he kneeled down by his 
bed in prayer. We let the pillows fly while we yelled, 
“And make Charlie a good little boy,” and “Amen, 
brother”! Charlie finished his prayer and then pro- 
ceeded to lick the whole fool bunch of us. There not 
only was no more “Amen” business, but ever after he 
saw to it that every one of us kneeled down and said 
our prayers before we tumbled into bed. Charlie, 
like the rest of us, was far, very, very far, from being 
a nice good little “Willieboy.”. When a young man 
weeps, fasts, prays, he means business. Things will 
be did! These are the kind of men corporations look 
for to fill five-figured positions. Old man Capital 
stands upon Mt. Opportunity with spy-glass in one 
hand and megaphone in the other searching and 
calling for weepers, fasters, prayers. 


_The Difference.—/ and my father’s house have 
sinned (v. 6). Most of the young men I have talked 
with who are not Christians are always “about as 
good as the general run.” I find it hard to make them 
realize it is not cant when I tell them that so far as 
I am concerned, like Paul, I am a pretty poor propo- 
sition as a Christian (Rom. 7: 14-25). Billy Sunday 
and other evangelists generally begin their campaigns 
by telling all the world what kind of a bunch we 
church-members really are. And the “world” won- 
ders we church folks don’t get mad, as they do. 
“Don’t see why you Christians stand it,” said the 
rumseller. We are Christians because we are sinners. 
We are in Christ’s school. Some of us are getting 
ahead, some are just holding our own, and some of 
us have to stay after school and write a thousand 
words. Yes, and there are some who go off with 
Huck Finn and play hookey. But nobody ever gets 
expelled. If they are “fired” in this school they are 
self-fired. Our atheist once said if there was such a 
country as heaven it must be an awful, dul), colorless, 
monotonous kind of a place with everybody all alike. 
He had not read the Bible. Heaven will be as full of 
a picturesque lot of sinners as Dante found in hell. 
The only difference which made the heaven princes 
and the hell sinners is that the one cried “God be 
merciful,” and the other, “Thank God I’m as good as 
the rest and don’t need any of this atonement busi- 
ness.” Jim Wright, one of our oldest and best 
moulders, lost a big casting. Jim said, “I’ll quit. No 
good any more. Nothing but a punk sand-pounder.” 
“Go back and go to work,” we told him. “When we 
don’t want you we’ll tell you.” Jim was never “fired.” 
But that smart one from New York who was “as 
good as they make them” didn’t last a week. Do 
you see? (1) 


The Mind Cure.—Remember ... I beseech thee (v. 
8). God is a wonderful Rememberer, and he made 
man so he could be a wonderful forgetter. .I think I 
have before called attention to the fact that a man’s 
happiness or misery is regulated entirely by his poor- 
est, passing, and least dependable faculty, his mem- 
ory. “Aw, fergit it!” cries a street urchin when some 
of his gang is “chawin’ the rag.” Forget trouble and 
there is no trouble. When you start for the dentist 
and get your mind on that patent chair and the steel 
forceps you forgot the toothache,—and put the visit 
off “until to-morrow.” Lots of folks drink and dope 
to forget. God has provided a more excellent way 
than that of still and flower. He wants us to re- 
member his goodness and mercy so incensely that we 
will forget all things we call trouble. After all most 
of our troubles are scarecrows. As the man said, 
“I am an old man and have had many troubles in my 
time, but most of them never happened.” The dis- 
tracted widower here in Coatesville who tore his hair 
and wanted to jump into his wife’s grave brought 
home a new wife inside of a year. I am not blaming 
him for.that. I am simply echoing the poet, “Wait 
until to-morrow and thy present sorrow will lie down 
and rest.” God wants us to join the Rememberers. 
He is the Chief Rememberer, remembering his chil- 
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dren. Remember. Forget. Yes, easy 
enough to say. We forget mother’s 
slipper when we remember mother’s sac- 
rifice (Psa. 88: 12; 63: 5, 6). 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mor not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing. a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

What Are You Asking For ?—What- 
soever we ask we receive of him 
(Golden Text). Theodore Monod was 
once telling a little friend about Christ 
healing blind Bartimaeus. “And what,” 
said he to the boy, “would you have 
asked from Jesus if you had been 
blind?” “Oh,” said the child, with 
glowing face and kindling eyes, “I 
should have asked him for a nice little 
dog with a collar and chain to lead me 
about.” How often do we ask for the 
blind man’s dog instead of the seeing 
man’s ‘eyes!—From the Sunday Schocl 
Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wake- 
field, Eng. 

The Best Medicine.—/ fasted and 
prayed before the God of heaven (v. 4). 
A Chinese convert, when asked by a 
missionary what remedy he found most 
effective in curing his fellow-country- 
men of the opium habit, idolatry, fear 
of persecution, and other sins, replied 
laconically: “Knee Medicine.” Is there 
any other potent remedy for doubts and 
discouragements, failure and sin, than 
that found through earnest, persevering 
prayer?—From The Missionary Review 
of the World. Sent by Louis S. Bau- 
man, Long Beach, Cal. (1) 


Testing It.—/ ... mourned ... . and J 
fasted and prayed (v 4). How much 
time do we spend in prayer? Billy Sun- 
day tells of an elder who resented the 
suggestion that he didn’t spend much 
time in that way. “Well,” said the 
evangelist, “time yourself by your watch 
the next time you pray in private.” The 
elder did so. And when he reported his 
experience he said he took out his watch, 
laid it on the bed and prayed. When he 
looked at the watch to see how long he 
had been on his knees, he exclaimed, “I 
thought she’d stopped!”—From For- 
ward. Sent by R. Ella Chamberlin, 
Cranbury, N. J. (2) 

The Deep Vision.—/ .. . prayed be- 
fore the God of heaven (v. 4). Those 
whose business it is to detect the pres- 
ence of a submarine lying below the sur- 
face of the water tell us that this can- 
not be done so long as the observer 
himself is only on the surface. How- 
ever much he may peer down into the 
waters below him, he can only see to 
the depth of a few feet. In order to 
see the submarine he must rise above 
the water in an airship, and circle 
around the suspected area. As he rises 
up the depth below water which is visi- 
ble to him increases, until, in the shal- 
lower waters, he can see the bottom it- 
self. If we would learn of the deep 
mysteries below us, we must look down 
upon them from the heights of prayer. 
We shall never fathom them so long as 
we stay on the surface.-—From the Sun- 
day at Home. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. The prize for this 
week is awarded to this illustration. 

Really Naming It.—We have dealt 
very corruptly against thee (v. 7). 
“The word ‘sin’ has come to be a nice 
religious word,” said the Rev. Mark 
Guy Pearse, “and a man who calls him- 
self the chief of sinners thinks he is 
half a saint. If he called himself the 
chief of scoundrels he wouldn’t think 
so! Call your sins by the right name. 
An elder of the church who had fallen 
once prayed, ‘O Lord, thou knowest that 
thy servant in a moment of unwatchful- 
ness fell into grievous sin——’ Another 
brother interrupting said, ‘Why on earth 
don’t you tell the Lord you got drunk?’ 
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Ah, there was a touch of reality about 
that. The more direct we are in our 
prayers the better.”—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by J, A. Clark, Wakefield, 
Eng. (3) 


Over There.—Redeemed by th — 


power (v. 10). John Bacon, an English 
sculptor, who lived from 1740 to 1799, 
in his will directed that a plain tablet 
should be placed over his grave at Tot- 
tenham Court Road Chapel, with his 
name, date, and the following inscrip- 
tion: 
“WHAT I WAS AS AN ARTIST 


SEEMED TO ME OF SOME IMPORTANCE 
WHILE I LIVED 


WHAT I REALLY WAS AS A BELIEVER 
IN CHRIST JESUS 


IS THE ONLY THING OF IMPORTANCE 
TO ME Now.” 


—From the Pacific Baptist. Sent by 
Abraham Collyer, Rochester, N. Y. 


vg 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
may we learn how to pray in the spirit of 
honest confession before thee. May no re- 
mainder of pride lead us to think lightly of 
our sin, or to see ourselves as worthy, when 
thou knowest our unworth. As we look up 
to thee in prayer may we let thee take away 
any mist of self-love that hinders our vision 
of thee, and may we learn to ask great thin.s 
of thee who dost desire to do for us more 
than we could ask or think. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—We never can go 
to God freely in prayer until we have 
freely confessed to him whatever sin is 
yet unconfessed. No, we cannot start 
right in with our asking, when God is 
waiting for us to tell him how sorry we 
are over the thing that has hurt his lov- 
ing heart. It isn’t for us to be thinking 
about other folks’ sins at such a time. 
When Nehemiah needed to speak for his 
people to God he asked God’s forgive- 
ness for their sins; but you notice he 
didn’t lump his own sins in with theirs, 
to get.them lost in the crowd. He con- 
fessed his own sins, in opening the way 
for his prayer. 

Are some of us wondering why an- 
swers to our prayers do not come? 
May it be that unconfessed sin stands 
in the way? How much better it is to 
just open our hearts to God! A woman 
said of her mini.ter, “Do you know, he 
actually tells us from the pulpit some- 
times about mistakes he has made in his 
work, just as simply and naturally as 
can be! Some folks say he oughtn’t to 
do it, but I like it. It seems to bring 
him nearer to us.” And pride has such 
a grip upon many of us that it almost 
chokes*us when we try to confess our 
wrong doing even to God! 





NEHEMIAH’S PRAYER 
ONFESSION 
ONFIDENCE 
OMMITMENT 


IS MINE LIKE THAT? 











Isn’t that the true order we need to 
kearn in our praying,—confessing our 
sins, expressing our confidence in God’s 
love and power, and then committing 
the whole matter to him? And now 
let us pray, with this lesson in mind as 
we look to God for his blessing. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ Sweet hour of prayer.” 
“Pass me not, O gentle Saviour.” 
“Saviour, like a shepherd lead us.” 
“TI need thee every hour.” 
“ Unanswered yet.” 
* Lead kindly light.” 
“From every stormy wind that blows.” 
“Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear.” 
(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 106: 1-5 (217 : 1-3). 
Psalm 106 : 6-8, 47, 48 (218 : 1-4, 33, 34). 
Psalm 132: 1-10 (285 : 1-3, 5). 
Psalm 137 : 1-7 (204: 3-6). 
Psalm 130: 1-8 (282: 1-3, 5) 
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In Quaker Oats 12c buys 2262 calories—the unit of food value, 
Or more than the needed day’s nutrition for a child of twelve. 
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In bacon and eggs or in steak and potatoes 
12c buys only one-fifth the food value that it 
buys in Quaker Oats. 


In the average mixed diet 12c 
buys 560 calories —or *just one- 
fourth as much, 





The Food of Foods 


Never before was Nature's supreme food so important 
as to-day. 


There is too little wheat, and we all must conserve it. 


The cost has multiplied. 


But oats are plentiful. The new crop is enormous. 


And the cost has advanced but little. 


Among all cereals, the oat stands first in food value, 
first in flavor, and lowest in cost for nutrition. 


It supplies ten times as much lime as does beef, three 
times as much phosphorus, and more iron. 


It — four times as much food, per dollar of cost, 
as does the average diet. 


Quaker Oats 


The Extra-Luscious Flakes 


No Extra Cost 


Quaker Oats is queen grains flaked. We use in this brand just 
the rich, plump oats. We get but ten 
pounds from a bushel. 


The result shows in the flavor. 
There are no small grains, starved and 
insipid, to lessen your delight. 

Yet this exquisite grade — which 
leads all the world over—costs you no | of ccs. 
extra price. baking powder has been added, and 

Use Quaker Oats in bread and 
muffins, in cookies and in pancakes. Use 
it to thicken soups. It adds flavor and 
nutrition, and it cuts your table cost. 





Quaker Sweetbits 
A Food Confection 
1 cup ay blespoon butter, 2 


| tal . 
2% cups ker Oats, 2 
Gikeouta, lime 











12c and 30c per package in United States and Canada, 
except in Far West and South where 


high freights may prohibit 
(1668) 
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It Appeals 
To Strong Men 


—The Pocket Testament League, because it puts the Word of 
God not merely into the pocket, but into the Jife. 


@ That is why strong men are willing to back it up with 


their signatures. 


@ And that is why a student in the city of Pittsburgh, 
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working forty hours a week to pay his way through college, 
actually gave his last dollar in a League meeting to help in buying Testaments for the soldiers, under the League plan. 
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rule to read a chapter a day. 


to lose. 


ask for them in vain? 


contribution to 








Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


N THE twentieth year (v. 1). That 

is, of the reign of King Artaxerxes. 
Similarly, during the past fifty years, 
the people of Syria have been accus- 
tomed in important matters of the fam- 
ily or village, to mention that events 
took place so many years before or after 
1860, the year of the massacre, or war 
betwéen the Druzes and the Christians. 
For a long time they will place events in 
relationship to the year of peace, at the 
close of this war. 

In great affliction and reproach (v. 
3). They had to cringe under the vio- 
lence and lawless exactions of their ene- 
mies around them, who claimed to be 
the first and true possessors of the soil. 
A town with broken walls and burnt 
gates was liable to attack and pillage by 
day or night. Fifty years ago in Da- 
mascus, no Christian or Jew could walk 
on the narrow raised pavement at the 
sides of the street. That was only for 
the Moslems, and the others had to get 
along as best they could in the lower 
middle track among the baggage ani- 
mals. (1) e 


Whom thou hast redeemed by thy 
great power (v. 10). The same form 
of appeal is made to-day to a desert 
chief, to redeem or get back something 
taken by force from his suppliant. He 
is told that his name was named ppon 
it. but the oppressing enemy was unde- 
terred and seized his property. He is 
expected, if he is to retain his rank as 
chieftain, to call his tribes to arms and 
avenge the insult to his name by recov- 
ering the property and imposing penal- 
ties, that others might know that he 
was able to keep what had been com- 
mitted unto him. In such simple chiv- 
alries Nehemiah found the words of ap- 
peal to one who as the great redeemer, 
for his own name's sake would redeem 
oppressed Israel. (2) 





| 





I was cupbearer to the king (v. 11). 
A post of high trust only to be given to 
one of proved fidelity. The former 
Sultan of Turkey, Abdul Hamid (Ser- 
vant of the Blessed) had all his meals 
sent from the kitchen to the table in 
dishes with locked covers to avoid the 
danger of his being poisoned by those 
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are new -on a great tour of the camps. 

want the League Testaments as much as they do, shall they 


@ Will you take a company or more? Please send your 


Mr. J. LEWIS TWADDELL 


Treasurer Business Men’s War Council, Pocket Testament League, 
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who had been bribed to secure his re- | 


moval. (3) 
ALEXANDRIA, EGypt. 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON . Teacutnc.—God hears and 
answers prayer. 


Note.—It is more important to touch 
the lives of children to awaken a re- 
ligious response than it is to teach facts 
to be memorized. 

Children do not need emphasis on 
three returns from captivity to Jeru- 
salem, but they do need instruction and 
training about prayer. The need of the 
child should be the law of the teacher. 
The prayer life of many children (and 
many older Christians) is very meager, 
and may be enriched by concentration 
for three successive Sundays upon the 
privilege, power, and practise of prayer 
in everyday living. 

Three lessons: Nehemiah’s Prayer, 
Nehemiah’s Prayer Answered, and 
Psalm of Thanksgiving, may be de- 
voted to accumulative emphasis regard- 
ing prayer, thanksgiving, and praise, 
developing a true spirit of appreciation 
for the national Thanksgiving Day 
which follows. 

As soon as children can comprehend 
the friendships of family, companions, 
and playmates, they are old enough to 
know the friendship of God, the Heav- 
enly Father, and Jesus, the children’s 


| sonal prayer, with no suggestion of the 
| “others” for whom Jesus told his fol- 
| lowers to pray and work. 


[ Department Helps | 





your own contribution? Or—and this would help tremendously—get your Sunday-school 
church to equip a company (250) with Testaments, at a cost of $75. 
just distributed, but given to those who agree to carry it wherever they go, and to make it a 
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friend. They may learn very early to 
speak to God in prayer. 

A number of children who attend 
Sunday-school never hear a prayer at 
home and know little about prayer ex- 
cept the Lord’s Prayer, which too often 
becomes a vain repetition, without oc- 
casional explanation of its phrases. The 
most familiar evening prayer, “Now I 
lay me down to sleep,” is a purely per- 


Each of these three Sundays may en- 
rich the prayer life of children in a 
definite way by teaching a morning 
prayer November 11, an evening prayer 
November 18, and a prayer of thanks- 
giving, a grace to say or sing at table, 
on November 25, the Sunday preceding 
Thanksgiving Day. 

Introduction—Select several pictures 
to use as needed, such as The Child 
Samuel Praying, Daniel Praying (les- 
son of September 23), Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, a family altar 
scene, a grace at table, or any suitable 
pictures in addition to to-day’s lesson 
picture. 

Before the story period talk inform- 
ally with the children about, Why peo- 
ple pray? When? Where? To whom? 
What prayers do children know and 
use? Other questions will suggest 
themselves. Surprise may await many 
teachers regarding the children’s real 
ignorance of the real value and meaning 
of prayer. 

Talk about how we shall pray, help- 
ing them to realize the spirit of rever- 
ence. This simple explanation may 
help: ‘isi 

* Before my words of prayer are said, 

I close my eyes and bow my head, 
That I may think to whom I pray, 
And I may mean the words I say.” 


Lesson Story—Have you heard any- 


body tell how anxious some of our 
young men have been to enlist to go to 





France to join the soldiers who are over 
there? Long ago near Babylon was a} 
young man, Nehemiah, who was very | 


anxious to go to Jerusalem to help the 
Jews who had returned there from 
Babylon. His friend Ezra had gone 
with a group who traveled four months 
and who found lots of hard work to do 
in Jerusalem. 

A dozen years or so later some trav- 
elers came who had been to Jerusalem. 
Nehemiah asked all sorts of questions, 
and was sorry to hear that his friends 
in Jerusalem were in trouble. Although 
they had built some homes and God’s 
temple, the city walls and gates were 
broken down and in ruins. 

When Nehemiah heard the news, he 
sat down, wept, mourned, fasted, and 
prayed .before the God of heaven. 
Nehemiah wanted to go right away to 
help his friends in trouble. He lived 
in the king’s palace and had a good job, 
for he was the king’s cupbearer. Be- 
fore he asked permission from the king 
he asked God to hear his prayer and 
answer, and God did so. This is what 
Nehemiah prayed (read_ reverently 
verses 5-11). Nehemiah believed that, 
Whatsoever we ask we receive of him 
(shortened memory text). 

Next Sunday we will tell what hap- 
pened when Nehemiah asked the king. 


After the Lesson and for Home Ex- 


pression.—Daniel loved to pray, too. 
God heard and answered aniel’s 
prayers. Daniel prayed at morning, 


noon, and night. We all ought to know 
and use this beautiful morning prayer: 


“Father, we thank thee for the night, 
And for the pleasant morning light; 
For rest and food and loving care, 

And all that makes this world so fair. 
Held us to do the things we should, 
To be to others kind and good; 

In all we do in work and play, 

To grow more loving every day.” 


It would be lovely if we all could 
learn a Sunday prayer song: 


“ Father in heaven, bless thy little children, 
Gathered before thee on thy holy day. 
For the morning sunshine, for the day we 

thank thee, 
Oh, Sun of Love, shine in our hearts, we 
pray! 








LESSON FOR NOV. II (Neh. 1 : 1-11) 
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Father in heaven, help thy little children 
To please thee ever in their work and 
play; 
Help them to be truthful, gentle, kind, and 
loving, 
To be like Jesus and follow him alway.” 
(Both songs from “Songs for Little People,” 
Pilgrim Press, Boston, 75 cents.) 
Peoria, ILL. 


He 
My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


Wept, Mourned, Fasted, and Prayed. 
—Martha and Louise had been chums 
since they were four years old. Being 
neighbors they attended the same 
schools; and both families being Meth- 
odists, they attended the same Sunday- 
school. After graduating from high 
school they took a course together in 
the same business college and then their 
paths diverged. Martha took a position 
in a large manufacturing concern in a 
suburb, while Louise secured a place in 
a downtown bank and was also sepa- 
rated from her friend by her family 
taking up residence in a new part of the 
city. At the end of two years they had 
such different interests and friends that 
they seldom saw each other, so Martha 
was most agreeably surprised one day 
when, upon looking up from her type- 
writer as some one came into her office, 
she saw Louise. After Martha’s hearty 
hug and kiss and the expressing of her 
pleasure and surprise, Louise dropped 
wearily into a chair and the conversa- 
tion began. 

“Well, I have been wanting to see 
you very much for several days, so 
when I jearned that some one from the 
bank had to come out here to see Mr. S. 
on some matters I asked Mr. H. to send 
me as I was not very busy to-day. 
When I finished my work with Mr. S. 
I asked him to grant me a little time 
with you.’ 

“I am so glad you did. Why were 
you specially anxious to see me?” 

“About Mildred M and myself.” 
The last words were almost a whisper, 
and Martha for the first time noted how 
worn and worried her old chum looked. 

“Yes, dear, what is it?” There was a 
short silence and the reply came with 
hesitation. 

“Martha, for the past year or more I 
have been deeply interested in modern 
religious philosophies. I was quite sat- 
isfied with the spiritual plane to which 
I had attained, and was most compla- 
cent until I met Mildred at lunch last 
Monday. She seemed relieved to see 
me and unburdened herself immediately, 
telling me that her brother Tom was 
doing so badly that he was breaking the 
heart of every one of the family. She 
said she had not given him up, but that 
she wanted. my prayers. Then I tried 
to explain to her my idea of the ,un- 
reality of sin, and that if her whole fam- 
ily would ignore his shortcomings and 





| seemed to speak in my ear, 
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carry only thoughts of his oneness with 
God he would come out all right. 

“Martha, I shall never forget the great 
sadness in her big blue eyes as she laid 
her cold little fingers over my hand and 
said, ‘Louise, the devil has never had 
one of your dear ones in his toils or you 
would realize the reality of sin.’ She 
left me, and as she went some one 
‘She asked 
for bread and you gave her a stone.’” 
And Louise, dropping her head upon 
her arms, shook with sobs while pain- 
fully came the final confession, “I have 
cried myself nearly sick since—and have 
hardly eaten a thing—but I can’t pray.” 

Martha’s gentle hand patted the heav- 
ing shoulder. “I am so sorry for Mil- 
dred, but I am more concerned about 
you, Louise. I am thankful that you 
have been awakened to your real con- 
dition. I will see Mildred and I will 
pray for her and for Tom, but I shall 
have to agonize over you, dear, I fear, 
unless you willingly acknowledge your 
sin and take up again your walk with 
the Master.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Nehemiah 2: 1-11 

1. Can a girl to-day be a 
bearer” to the King? How? (v. 1.) 

2. What “countenance” should a girl 
wear before her King? (v. 2.) 

3. What reception is the King sure to 
give? 

4. Are girls always willing to be frank 
and definite when telling the King what 
really troubles them, as was Nehemiah 
in our kesson? 


5. Have you ever had an experience 
with your King that would cause you to 
make a “moreover” request? (vs. 7,8.) 

6. When a girl realizes she is com- 
missioned by the King, what attitude 
can she take? 


Kansas City, Mo. 


we 


For the teacher training class that is 
willing to do even a little real work 
“Training the Teacher,” by Dr. Schauf- 
fler, Mrs. Lamoreaux, Dr. Brumbaugh, 
and Marion Lawrance is the needed 
manual in the First Standard Course. 
If you order now at fifty cents (thirty- 
five cents in paper) from The Sunday 
School Times Company, your copy will 
come out of the sixty-fourth thousand, 


“cup- 





Pucker’s ‘“‘ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William ©. Rogers 


The Old Home Place.—When I] heard 
these words . I sat down and wept 
(v. 4). This ‘lesson was about a fel- 
low named Nehemiah. His parents had 
been among the prisoners of war cap- 
tured at Jerusalem, but he was born in 
Babylon, and somehow landed a fine job 
as cupbearer to the king of Persia. His 
brother Hanani returned to Jerusalem 
with Ezra, but got discouraged and 
came back where Nehemiah was. Ha- 
nani certainly brought a gloomy report. 
The returned exiles had lost their nerve, 
the walls of Jerusalem were now in 
ruins, and the hali-heathen tribes about 
them had the Jews bluffed to a stand- 
still. Nehemiah was all broken up 
over this bad news; couldn’t eat nor 
sleep. 

“I don’t see what Jerusalem was to 
him,” declared Bumps. “He had never 
been there.” 

Teacher thinks Nehemiah’s mother 
had drilled it into him that he was a 
Jew and that his real home was Jeru- 
salem, till he felt just as if he had been 
born there. A person ought to remem- 
ber his birthplace after he has grown 
up and moved away, but teacher says 
it’s better yet to appreciate it while 
you're still living there, keep the weeds 
cut, you know, and the yard raked. He 
says this Boys’ Working Reserve is all 
right if it doesn’t keep the boys so busy 
they can’t do any chores at home to 
help mother. 


Calling for Help.—/ fasted and prayed 
(v. 4). Nehemiah wanted to go right 
back to Jerusalem, organize a Council 
for Defense, and start a new building 
campaign. But when you’re working 
for a king you can’t quit any old time 
you please. If Nehemiah had asked to 
get off he might have had his head cut 
off. So he prayed to God to help him. 

“Looks queer to bother God about 
quitting your job,” growled Bulldog. 
But teacher says God wants us to come 
to him with everything, just as you 
would talk things over with your 
mother. Besides, this was about Nehe- 
miah’s life work. Teaeher thinks we 
ought never to decide what we are go- 
ing to be without asking God’s guidance. 
He has his plan all made up for us, and 
we can’t afford to miss it. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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Up Against a Stone Wall.—Grant me 
mercy in the sight of this man (v. 11), 
Teacher says sometimes we have to help 
answer our own prayers, but some- 
times there is nothing we can do. Nehe- 
miah was up against a stone wall just 
like that. So he prayed and then waited 
for God to open the way. But while he 
was waiting he kept right on being 
faithful at his job. You don’t have to 
loaf in order to wait on the Lord. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Nehemiah 2: I-11 


What was Nehemiah’s job 
(v. 1.) 


What did the king notice about Nehe- 
miah? (v. 2.) 

Why was Nehemiah afraid? (v. 2.) 

How did Nehemiah show his courage? 


How did it pay Nehemith to wait for 
God’s answer? 


How did Nehemiah come to have such 
favor with the king? 
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Improved Edition-—-New Size 


The Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Edited by Rev. C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


With all the helpful features of the previous 
edition, to which are added The Panoramic 
View of the Bible and Bible Chronologies. 


FITS THE POCKET 
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In the Land of Ararat 


By JAMES OTIS BARROWS 
With an Introduction by James L. Barton, D.D. 
In these days of world conflict, readers of ‘The 
Sunday School Times who have become in- 
terested in Dr. Clarence Ussher and his re- 
markable experiences in Turkish Armenia will 
welcome this biographical sketch of the life of 
his wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Freeman Barrows 
Ussher, Missionary to Turkey and a martyr of 
the great war. 

It is a tender little biography (with numerous 
illustrations) written by her father, a record of 
a life of great usefulness, splendidly crowned 
by being freely laid down in the spirit of Him 


who ‘“‘came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister.'’ $1.00, postpaid. For sale by 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 


1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 


Personal : Sending the money with your order 
saves both yourself and us time and expense 








FRANK G. CARPENTER 


N every’Chautauqua Association and in nearly 
every town and village of the United States, 
Frank G. Carpenter is known as the man who 
can come back from some place and then tell 
about it so that you think you have been there. 
After going into all the odd corners of the world, 

r. Carpenter has now turned his steps toward 
the farms and factories of his nativeland. Already 
he has told stories'in the Christian Herald of steel 
and cotton, of sugar and of sulphur, of oil and 
lumber, and he has only just made a beginning. 
Chis exceedingly interesting series of articles, un- 
der the title of the 


GREATER UNITED STATES 


appears regularly in the 
CHRISTIAN HERALD 


Mr. Carpenter is making studies of our farms 
factories, and mines from the standpoint of ef- 
ficiency and industrial redness, and will 
make careful investigations of the wealth and re- 
sources of the United States, telling in the Chris- 
tian Herald howjthey may be mobilized it®times 
of need. 

‘The aim of these travels is to learn just what 
we have in resources and industry, and how the 
may be protected, developed, and made most ef- 
ficient for the American ple. 

r. Carpenter is making extensive ™ travels 
throughout the United States, covering the great 
agricultural and industrial centers. He is taking 
up the great industries and is showing the new 
things that are taking place in them, especially 
drugs, dyes, etc. These articles deal with New 
England, with the newest South with its iron and 
oayeut, cotton and chemicals, and with the bread 
and meat lands of the Mississippi Valley. He 


will show what is going on in and about the Great 
Lakes, including the vast iron mines on which 
our manufacturing industry is founded. 

Mr, Carpenter will visit and tell about the fast- 


growing Southwest, including the oil and gasoline 
centers of ‘Texas and Oklahoma, the new states of 
Arizonaand New Mexico, and also the Northwest 
and the Pacific Slope. 

The Rockies with their gold and silver, and the 
mountains of copper now being mined with steam 


shovels, will give pataseoting stories, as will also 
Uncle Sam's work in exploiting our National 
Parks, and in reclaiming the desert and in drain- 


ing the swamps. 


WHY 300,000 FAMILIES 
LOVE CHRISTIAN HERALD 


T HE Christian Herald is doing something more 
than merely placing,interesting ‘reading mat- 
ter in the homes of its readers. It is giving them 
apart in great enterprises. It isj giving them 
spiritual and material helpfulness, It is the one 
magazine that represents in the most vital way all 
of the interests of Protestant Christianity and of 
the on-marching church of Christ. Week by week, 
| the Christian Herald is giving its readers issues 
of absorbing interest. 

You should be a regular reader of the Christian 
Herald and enjoy these special features which 
are now appearing : 


THE MILLENNIUM—WHAT, WHEN AND WHERE, 
An Additional Series of Articles on Prophecy b 
America’s Greatest Expositor, Prof. James M. 
Gray, D.D., Dean of the Moody Bible Institute, 

cago. 

VITAL H N STORIES FROM RUSSIA. By May- 
nard Owen Williams. 

DRAWINGS AND POEMS. By Robert Riggs and 
Margaret E. Sangster. 

THE WITNESS. A Serial Novel by Grace Livingston 
Hill Lutz. 


HOWARD CHASE. A New Novel by Rev. Charles 
M. Sheldon, D.D., Author of ** In His Steps,"” to 
begin in the late Fall. 

ADVENTURES IN NEIGHBORING. By Vera L. Con- 
nolley. 

WEEKLY SERMON by a distinguished pastor. 

DAILY MEDITATIONS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON by Dr. Allison. 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETIES 

BEAUTIFUL COVERS. Many in colors. 

WEEKLY DOUBLE-PAGE OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

REVIEW OF THE NEWS OF THE WEEK 

SPIRITUAL WORK IN THE CAMPS 


Subscription, 1 year (52 issues), $2.00 
Sample Copy sent on request 











The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, November 11 
Seeking Worth-While Things 
(Prov. 8: 10-21; Matt. 6: 33). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Seeking the Lord (Isa. 40 : 25-31). 
Tues.—Seeking wisdom (Prov. 2: 1-12). 
Wed.—Supreme desire (Psa. 63 : 1-11). 
Thurs.—Seeking God’s will (John 5 : 30). 
Fri.—Seeking immortality (Heb. 11: 

13, 16). 


Sat.—The divine response (Heb. 11 : 1-6). 











What things do you hold supreme in life? 
How may we choose supreme things? 


How may we nullify the appeal of lesser 
things? 


i one thing that is ongeamneey not 
worth while is sin. The New Testa- 
ment word for sin means missing the 
mark. And the mark is just the thing 
that is not to be missed. Sin misses it. 
Sin is the choice we are not to make. 
It is the choice that makes everything 
go wrong, It is like the selection of a 
wrong route at a fork. The traveler*is 
on his way and comes to a dividing of 
the road. He chooses wrong. That 
means that he misses his way from 
there on. Sin is just such a blunder. 
The man who chooses it chooses wrong. 
He gets what he did not expect as re- 
sults of his choice. He will be a. long 
time paying the price of it, and he will 
never get it paid by himself. He has 
chosen the things that are not worth 
while and that are worse than not worth 
while. “ 


But there are contrary things that are 
worth while. They are worth while be- 
cause they will last. The other things 
wear out. “Not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you,” said Jesus. What 
does that mean? It means many things. 
But there are two things that it means 
clearly. What -the worl gives it takes 
back. ‘Think of its gifts and see if this 
is not true. What one of its gifts can 
we keep? And what the world gives 
wears out. It is best at the beginning 
and then it palls. But Christ’s gifts are 
given to be kept forever and to grow 
better and better every day. 


What is the thing that is of supreme 
value? We know what Paul thought: 
“I count all things but loss,” said he, 
“for the supreme value of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus the Lord.” That was 
the thing most worth while. Nothing 
else was worth mentioning in compari- 
son. It was of no value at all. 


4 

And why is the knowledge of Christ 
the thing most worth while? Because 
it contains the three most important and 
necessary things: ; 

1. The first of these is the forgiveness 
of sin, the setting of the life right, the 
taking 2way of the unrest, and the 
sense of out-of-adjustment. Often’*’men 
plunge deeper into sin in the vain hope 
of escaping from the dissatisfaction and 
consciousness of having missed the 
mark in their previous sin. They are 
not happy and they go blindly ahead 
into more unhappiness to drown the un- 
happiness that went before. But the 
knowiedge of Christ lifts one out of 
all this. It sets one in the sense of un- 
derstanding and confidence with God. 
Christ is peace. 

2. The second is the assurance of a 
perfect ideal in the character and spirit 
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of Christ. We are often discouraged 
| to find after we have pursued some 
| course Gf action for a long time that we 


perfectly informed. 
absolutely sure ideal. 
Our best values are moral values, and 
Jesus is the best of them because He is 
the absolute and perfect one. 

3. The third is power. This was what 
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Paul highly valued. He valued it so 


highly that he thought the resurrection 
of Christ was the greatest fact in Chris- 
tianity, because it proved that the Lord 
had power to dc anything. One who 
could raise himself from the dead could 
raise any man from anything. To have 
such a Lifter was the most worth while 
knowledge any man could have. 


Have we such treasures as these? 


The things that are seen are not 
worth while if they exclude the things 
that are not seen. 

The things that are not seen have the 
eternal: value. 


New York City. 





Children at Home 








November Birds 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


Y THANKSGIVING the summer 

birds have gone. November is the 
time to begin to learn the winter resi- 
dents. One*of them you can see or hear 
every day in the year. Summer and 
winter the caw of that sky-pirate, the 
crow, floats down from the clouds, and 
you can see his black shape flapping 
through the upper air. Then there is 
the slate-covered snowbird, or junco, 
with. his gray plumage, white belly, and 


light beak, who always shows a. flutter | 
oO 


white tail-feathers when he flies, and 
whose alarm note is like the clicking of 
stones. He will be with. us until May. 
On warm days through the winter, if 
you are lucky, in sunny, sheltered 
slopes you may hear a rare tinkling 





chorus, the snowbird’s song. This last | 


spring I found his nest on the ground, 
lined with pine-needles, on the top of 
Mourk Pocono. 

Next come ‘the tree-climbers. 
black and white and goes up a tree head- 
foremost, but always backs down. That 
is the downy woodpecker, with-a scarlet 
patch at the back of the head of the 
male. His cousin, the hairy wood- 


One is | 


pecker, has almost the same markings, | 
but is nearly three inches longer, being | 


about as large as a robin. 


Another of | 


the tree-climbers is the one which al- | 


ways climbs trees in a spiral and flies 
down. 
you will see that he goes up in a series 
of tiny hops. This is the brown- 
creeper. He wears a brown coat, fineiy 


If you watch him very closely | 


speckled with gray, and has a long bill | 


and a tiny note much !ike the golden- 
crowned kinglet. He makes his nest 
under strips of bark on dead trees. 


. | 
Then you may see a funny little chap | 
with white cheeks who runs up trees | 


head-up or head-down and 
grunting noise. This is the 
breasted nuthatch. In the early spring 
you may hear his spring-song, “quee, 
quee, quee,” which although not very 
sweet is always welcome. One spring 
I found the nest of a white-breasted 
nuthatch in a hole in a tree with a 
brood of eight little nuthatches. Onmmy 
morning walks I would rap on her tree 
and out would pop Mrs. Nuthatch’s 
head. At first she would fly away, but 
at last she came to recognize me and 
would stay at the edge of the nest 
watching me. A rarer, smaller bird 
with a slightly different note is the red- 
breasted nuthatch. — 
Everybody knows the chickadee, with 
his black head and throat, white cheeks 
and breast, and gray back, wings 
and tail. If you don’t recognize him 
he will tell you his name. He alse has 
a beautiful whistled note, “phee-bee,” 
which you are likely to hear any day 
during the winter. He nests in tiny 
holes pecked out of soft birch stubs, and 
lays sometimes as many as eight eggs. 
Then, smallest of all the winter birds, 
is the golden-crowned kinglet, the third 
smallest of our birds; only the ruby- 
throated hummingbird and the short- 
billed marsh wren being of lesser size. 
This little bird is hard to see, although 
you will.often hear his high little notes, 
“si-si-si.” in the tops of trees. The head 
of the male has an orange crown edged 


makes a| 
white- | 
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with yellow and black, with a white line 
over the eye and whitish wing bars. He 
is always on the move, searching every 
twig and branch for insects. 

No one can mistake the blue-jay with 
his crest and blue wings and tail with 
narrow black bars and broad white 
spots. He always wears a black collar 
around his gray throat. The blue-jay 
has a variety of notes. Usually he 
screams “djay, djay, djay,” but some- 
times he goes “too-wheedle, too-whee- 
dle,” like a creaking wheelbarrow. 

The most spectacular winter resident 
south of New York City is the cardinal 
grosbeak, with his crimson crest, who 
shows blood-red against the snow and 
whisfles like a boy. At twilight you 
can hear the little screech-owl with. his 
soft, whinnying note. Learn to imitate 
him and you can call him for a long 
distance. Sometimes in the winter you 
will see flocks of sleek cedar-birds, with 
crests and a scowling black mark over 
their eyes. The goldfinch also stays 
with us ‘in winter-plumage, grayish- 
green with two white wing bars. 

If you are lucky, you may find flocks 
of purple finches in the woods. You 
can tell them by their thick beaks and 
speckled breasts. If any of the males 
are in plumage, they will be a beautiful 
rose-red. 

Around Philadelphia the song-spar- 
row, with the black spot on his breast, 
can be found all winter long. I think, 
however, that the song-sparrow which 
spends the winter with us is of a differ- 
ent sub-species from the song-sparrow 
which nests here and spends the sum- 
mer. The markings of the birds differ 
slightly, and the song of the winter and 
early spring song-sparrow is entirely 
different from the summer song-spar- 
row. Here and there you will see the 
rarer tree-sparrow, with his red crown 
and white wing bars, who has come 
down from the far North and is called 
a tree-sparrow because he is never by 
any chance seen in a tree. Also look 
for the white-throated sparrow, with his 
striped white head and the white patch 
under his throat. Some days out in the 
woods you may hear a far-away high- 
pitched whistled call. Imitate it and the 
bird will come nearer and nearer, until 
it is fluttering in the tree over your 
head. It.is a drab-gray bird with a gray 
crest and is none other than the tufted 
titmouse, own cousin to the chickadee. 

Again, if you are lucky, in some win- 
ter «marsh you may suddenly hear a 
burst of song that will make you think 
that the singer is at least as large 
as a robin. “Whee-oodle, whee-oodle, 
whee-oodle,” it whistles with a loud, 
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7 AStetenaric course of graded lessons, 

















LESSON FOR NOV. II (Neh. 1 : 1-12) 


A GuidetoBibleStudy 


the Bible isse// being the object of study. 
It is suited to independent study in the home, 
for use in family worship, or for Sunday 
Schools. It is not a theoretical course—it has 
been tried out—it wo “s. 


itor: ‘‘ It is not a commentary upon 

ble, but a guide to assist the reader to ome 

familiar with its contents, absorb its teaching and 

wen the way to an companionship with its 
vine author,”” 


The WV ptchman-Rzemiaer : “It greatly exalts 
the Bible by letting the Bible speak for itself and by 
sending the student to the Bible, itself, rather than to 
books about the Bible.”’ 


The Sunday School World: “The thought in 
each lesson is developed in such a clear, orderly way 
that it is a pleasure to follow it, and the interest deep- 
ens‘s the study proceeds.” ; 

Christian Evangelist: “‘ We have pleasure 
in commending ben 


The Advance: “A comprehensive course of study, 
covering seven years and graded from childhood to 
the pig -school age by a practical Sunday school 
teacher,”” 





The Sunday School Times: “It is a real guide 
to Bible study, sending pupil and teacher to the ord 
itself to get its consecutive teaching. It does away 
with scrappy study.”” 


The Continent: ‘‘ The plan is a carefully graded 
one, its governin chougnt being to bring the pupil 
straight to the Bible and give him kuowledge of the 
Bible as a whole, not merely of fragmental parts. 
Cc y is cond d and restricted. ‘The point 
of view is modern, but not the most stubborn con- 
servative could impeach the loyalty of the series in 
any part to the Word of God.” 


The Christian Nation: ‘Graded, practical, sys- 





tematic, and eminently teachable, understandable, and 
incomparably helpful.” 
‘ 
Part 1. Genesis to Ruth. Junior 
** 2, 1 Samuel to Nehemiah. \ Gouree 
“* 3. The Gospels and the Acts.) ~ ; 
4. Genesis to 2 Samuel. ) 
*« 5. 1 Kings to Nehemiah (por-| Advanced 


tions of nine prophetical { _ Course 


books). S. S. ‘I nter- 
6. Life of Christ. |" mediate’’) 
7. The Acts and the Epistles. ) 
ee eae a ee $ .30 
ON ee ee .45 
Parts 1to3in one volume,cloth ..... 1.25 
Parts 4 to7 in one volume, cloth ..... 1.50 


Descriptive Pamphlet on request 
INDEX PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Box 123, Bloomfield, N. J. 


A STUDENT 
IN ARMS 


By DONALD HANKEY 
(Killed in action Oct. 26, 1916) 


The impact of this volume has stirred England 
toits depths. The stress of the great war and 
what it means to the soldier are expressed 
with power and vividness unequalled in other 
books of the soldier’s life. Your friend in 
khaki needs it. You will enjoy every page. 


NOW READY, the second series of 











blessing on the worship. Then a Psalm 





“A Stadent in Arms” including the 
famous essay “Don’t Worry.” Price } 
each volume net, $1.50. 


E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Avenue 
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ringing note. This is the Carolina | 
wren, the largest of our five wrens. | 
Now and then, running like a mouse | 
along the edge of brooks and in and out 
of every hole and crevice, you will spy | 
a tiny winter wren. 

This completes the list of our ied 
mon winter residents. See how many | 
you can discover this winter. No day is | 
too cold or too bleak to hunt birds with | 
a field-glass. You will find that you ap- | 
preciate them much more in winter than 
in summer. Then, too, there is always 
the chance of running across some of 
the rare Arctic visitors which come 
down only occasionally, such as _ the 
pine-grosbeak, another beautiful rose- 
red bird; the pine-siskin, which come in 
flocks like the goldfinches, but have 
speckled breasts and lack the wing 
bars; the gold and black and white even- 
ing grosbeaks; the redpolls, with rosy 
breasts and heads; the snowflakes, the 
long-spurs, and the horned larks. 

Occasionally you will find some sum- 
mer-bird which is wintering near you. | 
Last year I found robins, bluebirds, a | 
hermit-thrush, and a pair of chewinks | 
all spending the winter North. See how 
large a list you can make before the last 
of February, when the summer birds 
begin to come back. 


#IAveRForD, PA. 





| the power of evil suggestion. Pray very 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





FRIEND recently sent me a copy 

of an article on “The Christian in 
Scotland fifty years ago.” Although 
far removed from much that is common 
in America, an insight into the inner life 
of many a Scottish home may not be 
taken amiss, and especially that part of 
it with which we are interested in our 
advocating family worship. Here is an 
extract from the article: 

“After public worship the rest of the 
Sabbath was spent in family worship, in 
singing of solemn hymns of the Grant 
kind, or of catechising the children by 
questions put to each member of the 
household. The family worship was a 
treat to the child of God. Each one had 
a Bible with the Psalms in meter. The 
head of the household would ask God’s 


was read and four to six verses were 
sung to plaintive tunes. Then a few 
chapters were read, many reading a 
verse each until the chapters were fin- 
ished. Then all knelt to pray, and the 
prayer was not a short one.” 

e€ may not be able to have this 
method in family worship to-day, but 
surely something could be done to make 
more prominent in all our homes the 
altar by the hearth. 





November 5 to 11 


Mon.—Neh. 1: 1-11. Nehemiah’s Prayer. 


Nehemiah is a truc-hearted Israelite. 
The glamor of court life is not per- 
mitted to blind him to the people’s need. 
His prayer is a model of what true 
praying is. Into it there enter submis- 
sion to God’s will, confession and hu- 
miliation, adoration, praise, and petition. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
whose life is surrounded by temptation 
and who are living constantly in a 
vitiated moral atmosphere; for those 
whose daily work calls them to places 
which have a dulling effect upon spirit- 
ual and moral sensitiveness, and for 
those who are ridiculed for their pro- 
fession of faith. 


Tues.—Num. 14: 11-19. Moses’ Prayer. 


The argument of Moses’ prayer is 
that God would display his long-suffer- 
ing and mercy before the people, and 





honor himself in their eyes. Moses is 
silent as to any ground of clemency, and | 
relies wholly upon Divine grace. Our 
need is great, but his power and mercy | 
are equal to it all. 

PRAYER Succtstions: How many 
there’ are who are troubled with evil 
thoughts. Shall we not pray for deliv- 
erance from all impurity in thought and 


frankly for the forgiveness of definite 
sins, for prompt victory in the soul and 
for a practical watchfulness. 

Wed.—2 Sam. 7: 18-29. David’s Prayer. 


God’s promise (note Verse 27) is the 
only true basis for believing prayer. To 
take His word and present it to him as 
an argument why he should answer us 
is the surest way to pray effectually. 
God promises, and we in prayer plead 
the promise. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for a| 
wholehearted confidence in the promises | 
of the Lord; for freedom from all ten- | 
dency to doubt his Word, for the spread 
of the Word of God among the troops 
in camps and training centers as well as | 
at the front among the soldiers. For Mr. | 
and Mrs. Norton’s work in Belgium. 
Thurs.—2 Chron. 20: 5-13. Jehoshaphat’s 

Prayer. 

A truly Spirit-inspired prayer and full | 
of instruction as to acceptable prayer. 
God is exalted and magnified by the pe- 
titioner. There is a genuine confession 
of helplessness in the presence of their 
enemies and a resting in the infinite 
pity and all sufficiency of Jehovah to de- 
liver. 

Prayer Succestions: For all Bible | 
and missionary training homes and in- | 
Stitutions; that their temporal needs | 





| more competent than many stenog- 


| learn, so simple, so fascmating, ‘Aa any 


| write one word in shorthand are writing 


may be fully met notwithstanding the 
great strain of war times; for all who 
are preparing for the work of God in 
distant lands; for missionaries, Bible 
teachers, and all native evangelists in 
the vast mission fields. 


Fri—Isa. 37: 14-20. Hezekiah’s Prayer. 


The best thing to do with insulting 
and anonymous letters is to lay them 
before the Lord as Hezekiah spread 
Rabshakeh’s. message out before the 
Lord. Note how great God is to this 
man of faith and the man who thus 
knows God will not faint because of 
human threatening. 


Prayer SuccestTions: Pray for the 
President of the United States. What 
great and grave responsibility is his. 
Pray for his Cabinet and the Houses 
of Congress and all who make and exe- 
cute our laws; for the members of our 
administrative executive boards of gov- 
ernment both locally and nationally. 


Sat.—Dan. 9: 4-19. Daniel’s Prayer. 


Here Daniel pours out his heart in 
confession and owns the perpetual fail- 
ure of his people to hearken to and obey 
God’s voice. Like other great inter- 
cessors, Daniel identified himself with 
the people’s sin. The nearer we live to 
the Lord the more are we conscious of 
the sin around us. 
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Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
the nations in distress on account of the 
war; the soldiers and sailors whose 
lives are in hourly peril; for wives, 
mothers, and children who share the 
horror of the world crisis; for the 
wounded and those appointed to die. 
Specially pray for the Jews in all the 
armies. 

Sun.—Psalm 132: 1-10. Prayer for Jehovah's 
Return. 

This Psalm speaks of the future glory 
of Jerusalem under Messiah’s reign. 
The Lord Jesus is coming back to this 
world and will be accepted by the Jews 
as their Messiah and his kingdom of 
peace and righteousness will begin. 
Should we not daily pray, “Come, Lord 
Jesus, come quickly”? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
preservation of the Lord’s day. How 
grievously have the so-called Christian 
nations lost the force and sanctity of 
this holy day; pray that Christians may 
not in any way desecrate nor undervalue 
its sacredness; for any whose legitimate 
callings compel them to labor on this 
day. 

New York City. 


Method books you need in Sunday- chool 
work are listed in the Times’ book catalog. 


Become a Stenosrapher 


Learn the New Way at Home 


Entire Course on 


WONDERFUL new method of 

teaching shorthand and oe 
writing has been discovered which 
has completely revolutionized all 
old teaching standards. No longer 
is it necessary to be anything less 
than an expert stenographer. In- 
stead of learning slowly, laborious- 
ly, imperfectly and expensively, 
the New Way enables you to learn 
quickly and perfectly at home at 
very little cost, and.so easily that 
in a few short weeks you become 


raphers with years of experience. 


Remarkable New Way 
Amazingly Easy! 


The New Way is so amazingly easy to 
one who can read—even boys and gir}s of 


15— can now quickly acquire the highes- 
grade ability. Beginners who never could 


125 to 150 words a nmmnute, and can 2x- 
stantly read every word of theit short- 


hand notes. And instead of typewriting 15 to 2Qwords a 
minute with one or two fingers, they can oo 80 to 100 words a minute 
| blindfolded using ALL fingers, writing wit 


amazing ease, and without errors / 








nfs $m&es 


Trial , 





The secret of the New Way in Shorthand is borrowed from the methods used in teaching chil- 
dren to read! Ina short time you can take practice dictation. 


The NEW WAY in bi cetagpe includes Special Gymnastic Finger Training which brings 


commercial training available in America to-day. 
penny of extra charge, right along with your shorthand and type- # 
| writing, you will be fully trained in Business English, Letter 

Writing, Office Methods, Secretarial Work — everything 
needed to earn $25 to $40 a week from the start. 

If you are ambitious to get started right in Shorthand 

and Typewriting—if you are ambitious to get ahead / 
quickly, don’t wait a single minute before sending / 


for our new fsee book. Address 


The Tulloss School _ 
6535 College Hil,  Springhe, Okie“ esas couse Hans = TUG 


| results in days that ordinary methods will not produce in months. ? 
4 
4 
° 4 
en ow for Frarticulars 
yf 
We have prepared a catalog which tells all about these wonderful new systems, 7 . 
which is {~~ to those interested. Send in the coupon or write a postal to- - Mai 
day. With the catalog we will send you our special reduced price offerto This To-day 
| new students in each locality. ; for 
| You are here given the most complete—the most thoroughgoing— Pa Bigger Pay 


Without one 
Please send me your 
/ free book, ‘‘The New 
Way in Shorthand and 
“7 Typewriting.”’ 
ri 
al 
Vame , 
4 Addre 
4 
4 
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Age... Occupation. ... 


il to THE TULLOSS SCHOOL . 
Springfield, Ohio 
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THE AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


Authorized and Edited by the American Revision Committee 
READ the most accurate Bible to-day. Translated by America’s 
complete authentic copies of the original manuscripts 
THE AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

the truth of the Scriptures. Be brought closer to the divine 

GRAPH DIVISIONS ted by them and adopted by the 
ee 

American Revision Committee in 

THE AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


UNDERSTAND incl wach th arab to undead — 
Dinvudbtiihbattn weet. 
THE AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


NELSON’S Soldiers and Sailors Special Testaments 
Fit the Vest Pocket and Pack Snugly in the Kit 
For Sale by all Booksellers or Send for Descriptive Price List and Free Booklet 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Bible Publishers Over Fifty Years 381 A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

























I 200 of binding, in- 
Chuckog Bitter ciel Perancnents for 
every want and every occasion. 














































































































If You Were Telegraphed For 
to Save a Christian Scientist 


Suppose the little yellow envelope brought you that message. 


‘ And the trip, coming and going, was a matter of 2,000 
miles. 


And the Christian Scientist you were asked to save was a 
strong character, a woman who had studied abroad, keen, clever, 
absolutely entrenched in her faith, and eager for an interview 
with any one who presumed to think he could change her views. 


| | Would you go? 


It you did go, how would you hope to open the eyes of 
that Christian Scientist to the false teachings of what she counted 
her true salvation, and bring her as a little child to the acceptance 
of Jesus Christ as her crucified and risen Saviour and Lord ? 


These are not imaginary questions. A veteran Y.M.C.A. 
Secretary was confronted, not long ago, with exactly this situation. 


At the urgent request of the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times he has written the story of just what he did, and 
what resulted, in this one of the most momentous experiences of a 
life-time of extraordinary Christian service. 


The whole story will be published in next week's tssue of 
The Sunday School Times. 


It is one of the most notable human-life and spiritual-life 
documents ever published in the more than half-a-century’s issues 


of this journal. 


No matter what you think about Christian Science, you will 
want to read this thrilling tale—every word of it true. 


If you know of friends that would be interested, or if you 
have been wishing you could bring more people into the family of 
Sunday School Times readers, just send us the names and 
addresses of any persons to whom you would like next week's 
ss issue sent free, and we shall gladly send it—as long as the supply 
x = Please ask for the issue containing “Saving a Christian 

entist.”” 


| The Sunday School Times Company 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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They All Go to this Night Sunday-School 


An Indiana plan that solves a local rural school problem; and other news from 
Secretary 


School Assuciation, 
ness Manager of the International Sunday School Association 





A Sunday-school at Night.—The 
story reads almost like a fairy tale, 
although it cannot begin “Once upon a 
time,” for the time is now! . 

Far back in the hills of Fayette 
County, according to “The Awakener,” 
off main traveled roads and with no 
village near, is one of the unusual 
Sunday-schools of Indiana—unusual in 
that its sessions are held at night. It is 
the Garrison Creek Sunday-school, 
which formerly held its sessions in the 
morning, and then changed them to the 
afternoon in the hope of increasing at- 
tendance, but the school did not find a 
substantial basis on which to build ‘until 
it began holding its sessions at night. 
For six years its sessions have begun 
at 7 P. M., and not only has the attend- 
ance and interest been well sustained, 
but the school is one of the most com- 
pletely organized to be found in the 
rural districts of Indiana. 

The Garrison Creek church building 
nestles in the hills southwest of Con- 
nersville, near a small creek from which 
it takes its name. The school has an 
average attendance of thirty-five, and 
it keeps its activities in motion through- 
out the year, regardless of weather and 
travel conditions. Some of its mem- 
bers drive to the church in buggies, 
some in large wagons, and through the 
winter those who go to Sunday-school 
on foot carry lanterns which twinkle in 
the darkness as their bearers trudge 
over the hills. 

The school is well organized, after the 
plan suggested by the Indiana Sunday- 
School Association. - It has four classes, 
with sixteen officers and teachers. It 
spreads its Home Department activities 
over the county, reaching sixty-one 
members, ’ 

It is evident that this school has gone 
far toward solving the so-called “prob- 
lem” of the rural Sunday-school. It 
| has been solved by holding the sessions 
at the time most acceptable to the peo- 
ple of the neighborhood. It has also 
been helped substantially to win success 
by the fact that it has been thoroughly 
organized, forming departments and 
giving the departmental leaders definite 
work to do. 


What Happened on Patriotic Sunday. 
—Patriotic Sunday, July 1, was given 
impetus by the message from President 
Wilson addressed to “The Officers, 
Teachers, and Scholars of the Sunday- 
schools of the United States.” Procla- 
mations calling upon all churches in 
their respective states to observe the 
day, issued by the governors of Alaska, 
Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maine, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Nevada, North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsyl- 
vania, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, 
and Wyoming (and possibly others), 
helped greatly. Collections were taken 
for the Red Cross and other war relief 
agencies. The purpose of Patriotic 
Sunday was as follows: 

“To pray for all belligerents, and the 
advancement of Christ’s Kingdom; 

“To express gratitude to God for our 
Nation; 

“To arouse feelings of loyalty and de- 
votion to the Nation; . 

“To enlist all Sunday-school members 
in some form of patriotic service; 

“To enrol as members of the Red 
Cross Society the officers, teachers, and 
as many others in the Sunday-school as 
wish to join; 

“To make an offering toward the Red 
Cross Society.” 


“This is only the beginning of a 
movement to enlist all Sunday-school 








members in some form of patriotic ser- 
| vice during the period of the war,” said 
Marion Lawrance, General Secretary of 
the International Sunday School Asso- 
| ciation. 

| The Methodist Episcopal Sunday- 
schools, responding to the appeal of 


their Sunday-school Board’s Corre- 
sponding Secretary, Dr., Edgar Blake, 
reached the gee! set for their giving, 
and a check for the full $100,000 asked 
was later handed to President Wilson 
in Washington for the promotion of 
Red Cross work. 


A Sunday-school Service for Coun- 
try.—Almost a thousand soldiers have 
joined the military forces of England 
from one Sunday-school in Stockport. 
In the August issue of the Stockport 
Sunday-School Magazine the number is 
given as 973, of whom fifty-five have 
been killed in action, thirty-one dis- 
tharged physically unfit, eight taken 
prisoners, one missing, and one drowned 
in France. The school keeps close 
watch on its boys at the front. 


“My Dad’? Went to Sunday-school.— 
“Fathers’ Day” has been observed 
with an unusual flag-building ser- 
vice at the Presbyterian Sunday-school 
in Clarksburg,.W. Va., according to the 
Mountain State Bulletin. Invitations 
were sent out in the form of> card- 
boards six inches square, white on one 
side, and red on the other, with a printed 
invitation to “Father” to come to Sun- 
day-school next Sunday. To all grand- 
fathers and great-grandfathers a simi- 
lar invitation was extended printed on 
white stars. 

As each man arrived he deposited his 
ecard. Across the face of it he had 
written his name. A large white can- 
vas with an appropriate field of blue 
was stretched across the platform. As 
the invitation cards were brought in, 
two men were busy attaching them to 
the canvas forming the stripes of the 
United States flag. Each grandfather’s 
card, the shape of a star, was placed in 
its position on the blue field. When all 
catds and stars were attached the flag 
was complete, a thing of beauty. It 
was found that there were ninety 
fathers, nineteen grandfathers and one 
great-grandfather present. The pro- 
gram of the day consisted of appropriate 
songs and recitations about “My Dad” 
from each department of the school. 


Braving the Judge for Christ’s Sake! 
—Away up in Wad Medani in the 
Sudan, where General Gordon died so 
bravely, is a Moslem girl who in her 
way is just as brave. She had been at- 
tending the mission Sunday-school and 
made up her mind to come out openly 
for Christ and be baptized. The boys 
and girls of America cannot realize 
what this means. Only a few years ago ° 
this act was punished by death, and the 
Moslem home often shuts out the one 
who becomes a Christian. All sorts of 
pressure was brought to bear upon this 
girl, It was necessary for her, a timid 
girl, to go before the Grand Kadi, or 
Chief Moslem judge, to be examined 
by the law court as to her decision for 
Christ. But timid and nervous though 
she was, she went courageously through 
it all. And now she is married to a 
Uganda boy who is a servant in Omdur-. 
man and a member of the church. 


A Ranch Sunday-school in Argen- 
tina. — That six-foot Sunday-school 
worker in South America, Rev. George 
P. Howard, is making joyful progress 
in waking up that Continent to its Sun- 
day-school needs. Listen to his mes- 
sage from Buenos Aires: 


“The biggest thing I' have had on 
hand is a course of Rctures to English- 
speaking Sunday-school workers in this 
city. e meet on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of each month in the 
hall of St. John’s (Anglican). It was 
with a little fear and trembling that I 
launched out on this course of lectures. 
The English-speaking community in this 
city is noted for its indifference to re- 








ligious matters, and the concept that it 
has of the Sunday-school is that no se- 
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LESSON FOR NOV. II (Neh. 1: r-22) 


HAVE YOU READ? 

The Divine Inspiration of the Bible 
BY ARTHUR W. PINK 

Author of “Satan and His Gospel,"” etc. 


A strong book that 
will help you from 
many angles to 
meet squarely the 
present-day at- 
tacks upon the 
5 res as_ the 
very Word of God. 

A book that will 

eatly help to 
efarify the convic- 
tions of Bible stu- 
dents, and to 
strengthen faith in 
the divine charac- 
ter of the Bible. 

A holiday gift of 
permanent Loe 
ence. 


Send for our 
FREE catalogue 


BIBLE TRUTH DEPOT, Publishers, Swengel, Pa 





. e e . 
Scientific Homiletics 

Bible Pedagogy fur the Pulpit and Classroom. New, 
not taught in the schools, Exegesis, sermon construc- 
tion and creative writing made practical, thorough and 
easy. All need it regardless of previous training. 
Rare equip nent for evangelistic work. The problem 
of home .raining for the ministry solved. Given by 
correspond :nce in five books, putting the best train- 
ing for preacher and teacher into the home. For full 
fnltemation, 


Address, G. S. Anderson, Newbern, Ala. 


meee REL 
MUSIC. 


Free Samples to Superintendent, Pastor, or Com. 

5 new, 4l! different, regular edition, sent to anyone, 
anywhere, for 10 cents. 

SHIMEL. A new Song Story. 15 cents. 

CHRISTMAS HELPER No. 5. Illustrated. 15c. 

Choir Cantatas, Anth .» Song Stories, sent for 
examination upon request 


HRISTMAS 


“HALL ~ MACK CO's 


AN TAT 


CHRISTMAS REVIEW. New. Now ready 
Others sent upon request; returnable samples for 
examination. , 


We have YOUR Christmas music 
HALL-MACK CO. ) 1018 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
ADAM GEIBEL CO. § 339 S. Wabash, Chicago (Agency) 

















° A credit to any school. Delight- 
l u te ful, singable, inspiring songs for 
° every time and occasion. Eight 


A MODERN eat departments. All phases of 


unday School work supplied. 
S. S. HYMNAL Orchestrated. Prices to suit — 


$20, $25, $30, $35—according to binding. 


2, New Songs of Pentecost No.2. 4°°"'<°; 


good songs for Sunday Schools, Young People’s 
Sociéties, Praise Services. ‘lhe best and biggest 
small book on the market. $10 and $15 the 100. 


SAMPLES FREE to Pastors or Sup'ts. 
Hall-Mack Co. {3333 Were eee caseac 


FREE SampleGr 


NEW CHRISTMAS SERVICES 


Orchestration for one) 
SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE COPY 
BENTLEY D. ACKLEY, Publisher 
1020 Arch Street. - - Philadelphia, Pa. 

















CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


Our packet, rich in sample pages of the music 

{in our 3 new services, in our new Scrip- 

tural, & new Santa Ciaus cantatas, etc. 

sw bring you a complete copy, regular 

10¢.4 edition, of each of 3 new services together 

with cantata sample pages, etc. Stamps ac- 
cepted. Mention The s. S. ‘ 


imes, and address 
L° REN NEW YORK, CHICAGO 
Publishing Co. 


and DAYTON, OHIO 

















XMAS SERVICES 


We have augmented our lines of services of former 
years which we are listing at the old rate. To enable 
you to make a selection we will send you— 
Christmas Services for 75 cents 
10 Christmas Services for 30 cents 


XMAS CANTATAS 


To enable you to make a selection we will send 
15 Cantatas for 50 cents — 
MacCALLA & C0., INC., 249 Dock Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Red and green 


CHRISTMAS FLAG with white star. 


Beautiful for all Christmas uses, Discount to Churches 


The Christmas Flag Co., Caledonia, N. Y 
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rious person or fully matured man 
éould ever find anything in it to interest 
them. Well, I am glad to say that the 
attendance has been gradually growing, 
and at the last lecture we had our 
largest attendance; there were 50 pres- 
ent. This is a record attendance for 
this kind of lectures in this city. The 
interest is keen, and I am aiming to pre- 
sent in every lecture something vital 
that will grip the teachers that are pres- 
ent. These lectures are bound to revo- 
lutionize the teaching function of our 
local schools. I always take samples of 
books and of the best literature along 
with me, and not the least important 
phase of these lectures has been the 
placing of the best books on Sunday- 
school methods and child-training in the 
hands of teachers and superintendents. 
As a result of my last lecture I re- 
ceived a visit on the following day from 
a wealthy lady, the owner of a large 
ranch about a night’s journey from 
Buenos Aires. She is very much inter- 
ested in the neglected natives and peons 
and their children. She is starting a 
Sunday-school for them, and was de- 
lighted when I was able to tell her what 
literature was available for these neg- 
lected children. I was able to pass on 
to our local mission press an order for 
$60 worth of picture cards, leaflets, 
books, etc. She aims to come in for 
the remaining lectures, and says she 
would not miss them for anything. 
These lectures will continue for the rest 
of the winter.” 


An Eden Without Adam and Eve.— 
As a sample of what a Sunday-school 
man is asked to do, listen to this pa- 
thetic letter from an Argentine pastor 
of a native church to Mr. Howard: 

“As a sample of what I am daily 
called to attend to, let me transcribe a 
paragraph from a letter which I have 
just received from one of our native 
pastors: 


“‘T am writing to you to ask whether 
you cannot help me with the Sunday- 
school. It is growing as you will see 
from the following list: From April 1 
to last Sunday: 18, 22, 20, 30, 24 (rainy 
day), 20, 33, 38, 27 (election day), 35, 
and 46. I will divide the school in 
classes: grown-ups, about 7; boys and 
girls, about 37; and of these 37 about 
12 are in the babes’ department. I have 
made on the lid of my traveling bath a 
garden with a little pond in it and 
flowers and plants growing, little paths 
paved with little stones, little animals, 
and now I want some dolls and more 
animals to make the garden of Eden 
complete.’ 

“There are two or three curious 
things in this letter that will be of inter- 
est toefolks in America. First of all, we 
hold our elections in this country on a 
Sunday. Next, here is a man, a bach- 
elor, away out in the western part of 
Argentina, making an effort to teach a 
kindergarten class,. Can’t you see him 
on his hands and knees putting the ani- 
mals in their places while he talks to 
the little brown-faced children about 
God’s wonderful creative power? The 
crown of creation is lacking in that 
garden of Eden: he needs a couple of 
small dolls to represent Adam and Eve. 
Then the picture will be complete! We 
are inclined to smile at the whole sit- 
uation, but remember: That is the first 
attempt at the modern kindergarten that 
has ever gotten to within 500 miles of 
that town. and I am glad that it was a 
Sunday-school enthusiast who blazed 
the way. And what a hopeful situation 
there is in that town; how easy it is 
going to be for this secretary to sit 
down and give all sorts of helpful sug- 
gestions, for here we have a man who 
wants to know. and who is trying to 
make good.” 


THE BUSY MAN'S BIBLE 


“* In this day when EF -NCY seems to be the big 
word, anything that can help us to do better work at an 
expenditure of less energyand time is worthy of our seri- 
ous consideration. I now have for sale a Concordance, 
a full set of Biblical Encyclopaedia, a shelf full of Re- 
ligious Histories and about a dozen miscellaneous 
volumes. Their place is taken by the ANALYTICAL 
REFERENCE BIBLE. I am sure that it is the best 
book for the busy man who wants to know 
God’s Word."’ (Signed by a Congregational Min- 
ister.) Send for desc:iptive circular. 


ENRY F. 
GIERE, 373 Fourth Avenue, NEW YORK. 











ON'’T let dangerous coughs and colds get a start. 
Ward them off with Smith Brothers’. Keep a box 


handy, always. S.B.Cough Drops are pure—absolutely. 
No drugs. One at bedtime keeps breathing passages clear. 


SMITH BROTHERS of Poughkeepsie 
Also makers of S. B. Chewing Gum 


The Khaki Song Book 
FOR OUR SOLDIER AND OUR SAILOR BOYS 
» + we. . Contains 75 Numbers 


Striking three-color cover design, poster style 


Price 30 cents 
100 copies $20.00, not prepaid 


Fifty-three of the songs are patriotic, sentimental, or jovial. A group 'of twenty-two 
fambhiar- hymns.includes:those especially suited {for war time, and those’ endeared to 
all hy. use and, association, just the. book to send to the boys at the front ; to have in 
the home, and to assist the chaplain: 


OLIVER DITSON COMPANY 


178-9 Tremont St., Boston, Mass. 8-10-12 E. 34th St., New York 
























































HOTEL MARTINIQUE 


BROADWAY 32D STREET NEW YORK 


One Block from Pennsylvania Station 


Equally Convenient for Amusements, Shopping 
or Business 


157 Pleasant Rooms, with Private 
Both - - « « « « « » $2.50 por Day 
257 Excellent Rooms, with Private 
Bath, facing street, southernexpesure $3.00 per Day 
Also Attractive Rooms from $1.50 
The Restaurant Prices Are Most Moderate 
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THE BEST CHRISTMAS = 
will result if you use Fillmore Services. 4 ay 00 eg 
GLORY IN THE HIGHEST and THE MANGER KING are 
two fine, néw. services for Sunday-schools. 
Enclose two-cent stamp and get both of them. 
RISTMAS CATALOG FREE, 


OUR CHRIS 
FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE, 528 Elm St., Cincinnati, Ohio 


ETERNAL PRAISE Subscription Rates 


Issued Soameey, 1917. Edited by Marion Law- _ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
pee ow) nh ee aan = ve dee lished weekly at the following rates, 
urch and Sunday schoo! . Flexible $22. : : 
the-100. Specialintroductory Discount 10%. Sample payable in advance, for either old val 
copy, 15c. Round and Shaped Notes. Orchestrated. new subscribers, in the United States 
HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY Chicago! and Canada. These rates include 
Index the best postage : . = ‘ 

PREACHERS AND TEACHERS ou read in $1 00 Five or more copies, either 
books, and file clippings, byour Almost Automatic . to separate addresses or ina 
topical and textual system. Send for Circumrs. . 

WILSON INDEX CO..Box A.East Haddam,Ct, Used package to - address, $1 somone yee. 
ana commended by Dr. Grifith Thomas ; endorsec ne copy, or any number o 
by S. S. ‘limes. See issue of Feb, 19, 1916, last page. $ 1 50 ain _ Pun og 


WILLIAMS PIANOS each, per copy. One copy, five years, $6. 


: One free copy ad- 
AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on Free Copies ditional will be al- 


Philadelphia, October 27, 1917 

















approval. lactory prices and easy 4 : , 
terms Send for free catalog, State which—piano or or- lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo..Dept.T.chicago 


| a club at the $1 rate. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
| beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
} 


and PULPIT FURNITURE | the scndsp School Timco Co. Publishers, 


Globe Furniture Co ,Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich. | 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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@ Can you find twenty, 
fifteen, ten—even five 
minutes a day to devote 
to real Bible study ? 


@ Are you content with 
just browsing through 
your Bible, or do you 
aspire to a living, work- 
ing knowledge of the 
Holy Word ? 


@ Is your ambition sat- 
ised in being a mere 
follower when leader- 
ship in helpful, useful, 
constructive service is 
possible for you ? 


@ Are you equipped to 
correct error, to enlighten 
ignorance, to combat un- 
truth;-to-live your faith, 
to encourage hope, to 
exemplify love ? 


@ To qualify yourself 
to be and to do these 
things; to establish your- 
self in leadership for 
Christian service you 
need these books. They, 
with your Bible, will 
answer any question, dis- 
pel any doubt; with them 


3 & a 
you ¥5 “oy a course 
re > z . 
of sy 2 § §Bible study; 
) * ae 
you: 2 Ayn with your 
favor 2 ¥ tts or chap- 
< . 
ters. --Y few minutes of 


thouchtful, concentrated, 
consecrated study each 
day for even a few 
months will prove what 
a treasure-house this won- 
derful, matchless, indis- 
pensable Bible study 
library has been to you. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A first 
ent $ 
of only 





Last season the demand for these indispensable Bible Study books 
was utterly unprecedented. Printers and binders were crowded to 
the utmost, and it took us months to make some deliveries. 
year we are better prepared; but to insure prompt delivery, early 


orders are advisable. 


There is in all sacred literature no set of books of which so 
many have been sold. No other Bible study library has its un- 
matchabie capacity for instruction, inspiration and help for those 
who would be taught of God and who-would become leaders in 
Satisfaction absolutely guaranteed. 


Christian service. 


BIBLE 
Fanyant 


ert 


Jen’s — 
Bible are half useless if you catndt tel] where -to find 
them, 756 pages, Former price, $1.50. 


Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown’s Commentary 
(2 vols.) Covers both: Old and New Testaments, elu- 
cidating difficult passages, historical allusions, un- 
familiar customs, and so on; a massive storehouse of 
authoritative but lucid notes, concise but pregnant. 
1,380 pages. Former price, $9.00. 


Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible 
A great standard classic, never superseded. All serious 
Bible users need their Smith only less than their 
Cruden. 1,024 pages, finely illustrated. Former 
price, $4.50. 


Fausset’s Critical and Expository Cyclopedia 
A masterpiece of compressed riches; 3,700 articles of 
enormous variety, condensed yet complete and thor- 
ough, handling both historical and expositional ques- 
tions with the highest scholarship and grasp. 750 
3-column pages, 600 illustrations. Former price, $5.00. 


Kitto’s Illustrated Bible History 


A brilliant work of immense popularity, filling up the 
gaps in the Scripture narrative and completing it in a 
rounded historic unity to the destruction of Jerusalem 
by Titus. - 735 2-column pages, 220 illustrations. 
Former price, $4.50. 


Farrar’s Life of Christ 


Dr. Farrar has contributed to many important works 
of religious literature, among them being Smith’s 
Bible Dictionary, Kitto’s Bible Cyclopedia, as well as 
to the Encyclopedia Britannica, but his enduring fame 
rests on his ‘‘ Life of Christ,” than which there is none 
more charming in style, masterful in interpretation or 
authoritative in its scholarship. Former price, $4.50. 

















The alphabet of Biblé tise. Even the riches of the : 
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Conybeare and Howeon’s Life and Epistles of St. Pan! 


A splendid work of enduring popularity and authority ; 
a life-like picture of the great. apostle and_his work, 
an.acute and illuminating commentary on his epistles, 
with a style at ence: frll Of fine’ scholarship and. of 
literary ‘charm. (917 pages; many. fine illustrations, 





.. ‘maps, charts, ete. Former price, $4.50. ey 
Geikie’s Hours with the Bible 


(New Testament Series.) (4 vols.) Dr. Geikie has 
enriched these volumes with knowledge gathered 
through wide reading and study and through infor- 
mation obtained first Land—havitie traveled in Egypt, 
Syria, and throughout every nook and corner of the 
Holy Land. His graphic explanation enables every 
teacher, Bible student, and preacher to put the old 
truths in clear, fresh, and winning form, 2,110 pages, 
richly illustrated. Former price, $6.00. 





Josephus’ Complete Works 


The priceless writings of the greatest jewish leader 
and statesman in the generation after Christ; History 
and Antiquities of the Jews; the Roman:Jewish War, 
which stamped out the Jewish nationality in blood and 
fire, etc. 978 pages. Former price, $4.00. 





Sa 


nford’s Concise Cyclopedia of Religious Knowledge 


A surprising treasury of information regarding Church 
and Bible History, Names, Places and Customs, 
Creeds and Sects, the early Church, Story of the 
Reformation, Young People’s Societies, Cathedrals, 
Churches, etc. 985 pages, beautifully illustrated. 
Former price, $3.50. 





Gilbert’s 3,000 Selected Quotations 


A gold mine to speakers and writers. Pithy and elo- 
quent passages from the literature of all ages, with 
complete index of authors and subjects. Undenomi- 
national, but evangelical. 681 pages. Former price, 





Every book newly made 


MONTHLY PAYMENT PRICES 














Set, 15 Volumes, $20.00 
and handsomely bound 2 “—- Ae +4 
in cloth. Average size of $ «+ 10:00 

volumes 954x6%x1% 2 4:00 


$2.00. 
CASH PRICES 
15 Volumes, $18.00 Money cheerfully 
10 6;; «13-00 | refunded if books are not 
: " 6-50 entirely satisfactory 























On the Monthly Payment Plan we require $2.00 with order, and your promise to pay $2.00 monthly for nine months. Books 
ow to rder forwarded on receipt of cash price or first instalment of $2.00. Purchaser pays freight or express charges. Those at remote 


points or in foreign countries desiring us to prepay will send 30 cents per volume to cover postage or express. Safe delivery 
a to any station in the country or to any mail point in the world. We will take back books that are not satis{actory in ten days after receipt and return money, 
educting cy the return transportation charges.’ As to our reliability, we refer you to the publisher of this paper, or to any commercial agency. Established 1866. 


S.S. SCRANTON CO., Publishers, 82 Trumbull St. HARTFORD, CONN. 

































